
 
 

 

Word Notes: Sunday 14th July 2019 

Tony Hodge: Authentic Morality 

 

Christianity’s foundations lie not on hearing the best preachers, reading the best books, having the best music but in 
knowing who Jesus is, that you are Christ’s, you belong to him, paid for with the greatest ever price, and he is yours, 
your Lord, your King, your God then building your life on that foundation.  This is not a popular message; it wasn’t in 
Corinth and it isn’t in the here and now. 

Paul talks to the church in Corinth about two issues; sexual immorality and disputes between believers.  Why has this 
arisen - there were factions in the body.  I am for Cephas, I am for Apollos, I’m for Christ.  They were following men’s 
ideas not God’s.  Had Paul been an Old Testament prophet he might have been tearing his clothes and sitting in 
ashes over this. “Look guys it’s all about Jesus, the Christ – OK?” 

Some in Corinth weren’t getting the result they wanted in their trivial complaints and differences, so they went to 
outside courts.  Paul is clear – you’ve already lost your case just by going outside! You’ve lost it between each other 
– “surely there is one who can decide between you” in love?  You’ve also lost it before the world. “By this shall all 
men know that you are my disciples…” – how?  It’s bad enough that you have a dispute over a trivial matter but to 
air it in public? 

Paul also comes down hard on sexual immorality – read 6:13 to 16 and 6:18. Among the list of immoral actions in 
5:11 and 6:9-10 he focusses on the deeper damage of sexual sin o the individual body and the Body of Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 5:1-7:16 (read it all or dip into the chapters as you discuss the points below) 

1) Paul does not pull his punches in this letter.  How do his words, especially in regard to expulsion of some 
brothers and sisters, stand up against his message in Romans 8:1-14?  Discuss this in three ways: 
a) To whom are the letters written 
b) What is the letter’s purpose? 
c) Bringing the two together, what is Paul’s heart for the body of Christ? 

 
2) Christ has fulfilled the Law for those who believe and trust in him. 

a) How does that affect your day to day living? 
b) Do you agree that if known to be Christians our actions before the world are a living testimony? 
c) What does that mean when we trip in our walk and how can our actions when we do be a powerful witness 

in today’s world? 
 

3) Thinking of Paul’s words on factions (Chapter 3), disputes (Chapter 6) and immorality (Chapters 5 & 6), and by 
looking for the opposite of what has been happening, how can we look out for: 
a) Ourselves?  - How do we “flee” from sin? 
b) Our brothers and sisters? – How do we keep each other in the way? 
c) The Church? – How do we maintain the witness of the church? 

 

Prayer 

Let’s agree not to make light of sin, nor flirt with immorality but instead “submit to God and resist the devil” so that 
he will flee (James 4:7).  Pray through that scripture for yourselves. 


