
Word Notes Sunday 16/09/2012 Tony Hodge 
God judges the heart 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 
The people of Israel demanded a king from Samuel and even though he warned them of the consequences 
the Lord said would follow they were adamant.  The king they got (Saul) did exactly what the Lord has said, 
more than that he went outside of the authority and role the Lord had given him.  As a result the Lord found 
another – a man after His own heart (1 Sam 13:14) this was David and would replace Saul with him. 
When Samuel arrived in Bethlehem and met with Jesse’s sons he could see how well some of the m stood 
out, but the Lord put him right saying that he does not look at outward appearances but at the heart. 
 
Saul was man’s choice for a king – he looked the part and indeed could have gone on to fulfil the promises (1 
Sam 13:13) but his heart was not right.  David looks to have been chosen last (he wasn’t even invited to the 
sacrifice meal) but in fact he was the Lord’s first choice. 
 
Israel rejected the Lord as their king – fast forward to Jesus and again they reject Him.  In Samuel’s time they 
got Saul, in Jesus time they preferred the murderer rebel Barabbas.  Saul messed up and the Lord sought out 
David – after His own heart.  Jesus was crucified but raised from the dead and established on the heavenly 
throne, this king not just after God’s heart – He is fully God so has God’s heart.  Kingship now rests with Jesus 
– fully man and fully God, now we have no excuse but to hail him as our king. 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Have you ever been judged poorly or unfairly by outward appearances? 
 
Are we prone to judging from outward appearances such as looks, accent, ethnicity, gender or sexuality?  
What should our attitude be?  Is it ever right to “judge” others? 
 
Read John 12:46-50 
 
 What is Jesus’ attitude to those who do not believe? 
 What does this passage tell us about those who reject Christ? 
 So what should our attitude be to those who are not on “The Way”? 
 
How do you reconcile Paul’s words in Rom 14:1 & 13, and 1 Cor 5:1-3?  When, if at all, is “judgment” right? 
 
 
How will you act next time you are “judged” poorly or unfairly? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
John 3:16 is probably the most famous verse in the Bible.  What should we do about it?  How? 


