
Word Notes Sunday 07/09/15 
Your part in God’s Story 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Texts: Genesis 2:4-81; Genesis 12:1-32; Luke 1:26-34 & 23:33-463; Acts 2:1-4 & 36-414; 
Revelation 21:1-75 
 
Even though I had a Bible as a youngster I found it hard to read.  It’s not that I disliked reading – I could 
read a whole novel in one sitting – more that it seemed hard to get stuck into.  I love novels and films - 
what if I could see the big story like one of those, would that have helped? 
 
The Grand story of the Bible tells of a creator God and his love for the people he made (text 1), their 
rejection of Him and the breakdown of relationship followed by it’s rebuilding at God’s initiative through a 
nation called Israel (2).  How that crescendos at the coming of God’s Son into the World and his death and 
resurrection which breaks all the barriers (3).  It continues with the ongoing story of His church that takes 
that Good News to the World (4) and the ultimate goal of God and man dwelling together for eternity (5). 
 
Unlike ordinary stories this one includes you!   We are all part of God’s creation and will play our part, it’s 
down to us if that part will be lived in line with God’s love and promises or rejecting them.  The apostle 
Paul was part of God’s plan even before he had that “road to Damascus” experience.  By persecuting the 
early church (Acts 8) he pushed them out to spread the Gospel to Judea & Samaria just as Jesus had said 
(Acts 1:8).  After his dramatic encounter with Jesus he gets his life in line with the story and takes the 
Good News further, to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). 
 
What about you?  Will you live your life for yourself, choosing to go your own way, caught up in a story 
that has no ultimate promise or hope?  Or will you say yes to God’s invitation made through Jesus, living 
for Him, rejoicing in the eternal hope He gives and playing your part to the full? 
 
Join with us in the coming weeks to see the grand story of the Bible unfold, hear how God is reaching out 
to the people He made – including you – and see your story enlarged as you accept the promise of God 
made through Jesus. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
What is your earliest recollection of hearing or reading the Bible; can you remember the exact verse, 
chapter or story?  Did it have an impact on your life then or later on? 
 
Paul was part of The Story playing a part in God’s plan for redemption of all before his dramatic encounter 
on the road to Damascus.  Can you recount any incidents where you can see God’s hand in your life or 
influencing others through you even before becoming a Christian? 
 
Do you have your own “Road to Damascus” story? 
 
In what ways does an appreciation of the Grand Story summarised above encourage you to read the 
Bible?   Does the example of Paul’s story and those others just shared encourage you to your life in God’s 
promise and purposes?  What will you do towards that end? 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Try these discussions at your “water cooler” moments 
 
In the UK The Bible was voted “book most valuable to humanity” (http://tinyurl.com/o3pdhcs) followed by 
“On the Origin of Species” then works by Stephen Hawking, Albert Einstein and George Orwell.  What do 
your friends think?  Is it relevant, does it have something to say? Have they read it or tried to in order to 
see if it might help them? 
 
In the US 88% of homes have a Bible and on average each Bible-owning home has 4.4 copies 
(http://tinyurl.com/q32z5ed) and 60% of Americans want to read the Bible more.  What about your friends? 


