
Word Notes Sunday 27/09/15 
Joseph: From Slave to Deputy Pharaoh – The Story 03 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Text: Acts 7:1-17 (Background Genesis Chapters 37-49.  Read these as preparation – there won’t 
be time in the meeting!)  
 
Joseph's life teaches us that if we respond properly to God then, as Paul tells us, God will “work all things 
to His glory”.  Joseph had 11 brothers and1 sister but he was Dad’s favourite.  The others hated him and 
couldn't speak a kind word about him (Gen 37).  When Joseph shared the dreams God gave him they 
resented him even more (sometimes it's better to ponder these things in your heart).  When the 
opportunity arose the brothers seized him and threw him into a pit so they could leave him to die. Having a 
change of plans they sold hi to Midianite slavers.  From then on Joseph’s life becomes a litany of trouble: 
slavery, temptation, false accusation, imprisonment, abandonment, what was God seeking to achieve? 
 
Jesus tells us that trouble comes into our lives the test the word of God (Parable of the Sower, Matt 
13:20,21).  The devil will wants you to give up, through direct means or simply life circumstances you can 
be discouraged and give up on God’s call on your life.  God wants His word to grow in you so when the 
time comes you will be ready to serve him. 
 
The lower story reminds us to trust in God through the trials.  Look at Joseph: 
 
1, Tested several times as regards to faithfulness. Looking after his father’s flocks, working in Potiphar’s 
house, in prison, in the handling of spiritual gifts.  Ultimately he was promoted to deputy prime minister 
because of faithfulness.  
 
2, Tested in regard to moral character. Potiphar trusted him with household affairs, his money, his things 
even his wife. Joseph was tested in how he handled position and power, even in prison he attended to the 
needs of others and used his position to serve them. 
 
3, Tested in regards to forgiveness. Joseph had to forgive again and again those who wronged him, 
sometimes intentionally sometimes unintentionally. His brothers, boss, the bosses wife.  Even the chief 
cupbearer who forgot about his appeal for 2 years before remembering the interpreted dreams. 
 
The secret to Joseph’s ability to forgive was that he was a free person on he inside before he was freed 
on the outside – inner personal forgiveness releases us from being bound when others offend or hurt us 
and allows us to forgive.  
 
In the “Upper Story” we can see God’s plan to build a nation unfold: 
What the enemy or people, even our natural or spiritual brothers and sisters mean to bring harm to us, 
God can turn to bless us.   When he reveals himself to his brothers Joseph tells his them it was God who 
sent him to Egypt ahead of them. God used their jealously and even their sin to provide a way for the 
fledgling nation to be saved and to thrive and multiply. Saved from the Canaanites and intermarriage while 
the young nation gets established from just a few families to over a million people they are of pure descent 
from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob since the Egyptians would not marry shepherds – to do so was 
considered an abomination.  Israel - right place, right time in God’s purposes. 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
God is at work in the midst of the details of our lives accomplishing his good purposes (Romans 8:28). 
Knowing that God’s story line is unfolding even in bleak and confusing times allows us to live freely, being 
able to forgive those who sin against us. God tests us in order to build our faith in him and strong 
character in us.  Discuss these questions: 
 

1. At one point in the story, Joseph says, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good” 
What does this tell you about God? 

 



2. Has there ever been a difficult time in your life when you felt that God was with you? How did you 
know? 

 
3. What are some ways that you sense that God is with you? 

 
4. How did this story challenge or inspire you to live differently? 

 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Joseph’s whole life was a witness – the way he behaved, was able to forgive and even to serve in the 
most difficult of circumstances spoke about his reliance on God.  Ultimately God was able to use this to 
show his greatness at the highest levels.  The challenge to us is just the same p how will we live our lives 
before others that gives glory to God?  Are we living that way to get favour (we’ll not all be deputy prime 
minister!!) or simply because it what God requires, irrespective of any blessing that comes our way or not? 


