
Word notes Sunday 26/9/2010 Tony Hodge 
Parables of the Kingdom 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Matthew 13:44-46 (see other Kingdom Parable references below) 
 
About one third of Jesus’ recorded teachings are in the form of parables.  This is not just a quaint old 
teaching style from the 1st Century but a powerful tool for conveying deep meaning direct to the heart.  
Rather than examine each of the 30 plus parables in depth Tony will give an over-view by topic. 
 
Parables of the Kingdom 
While speaking from a boat on the shores of Galilee in Matthew 13, Jesus spoke in many parables a 
number of which talked of the Kingdom.  News of the Kingdom was one of Jesus’ key messages, the 
parables tell about of seeking it, finding it hearing it and growing in it yet Tony chose as his key text the 
Parables of Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price.  These parables place discovering, entering 
and growing in the Kingdom as paramount in our lives. 
 
Kingdom Parable References 
 
Sower Matthew 13:3-9 Mark 4:3-9 Luke 8:5-8, 

Hidden Treasure Matthew 13:52-52 

Pearl Matthew 13:44-46 

Growing Seed  Mark 4:26-29 

Mustard Seed Matthew 13:31-32 Mark 4:30-32 Luke 13:18-19 

Leaven Matthew 13:33-33  Luke 13:20-21 

 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Luke’s Gospel contains the most parables yet of these Kingdom parables most are found in Matthew (see 
above) – What is Matthew’s overall message and how does this fit with him including these parables more 
than in the other Gospel writers? 
 
Jesus challenge in these parables might be seen as follows. Which is each member most challenged by: 
 

• Do you have ears to hear?  What kind of soil are you? 
 

• What value do you put on the Kingdom?  How does it rank against your other possessions 
 

• Growth – God.  Are you trusting, expectant as if you’d planted a crop? 
 

• Growth – us.  Are you working the yeast through your life?  Are the results of the invisible visible? 
 

• What are you doing with the treasure you have?  Are you keeping it to your self or bringing out 
golden nuggets at appropriate times? 

 
If possible divide up into pairs to pray for one of the above: hearing God, seeing the Kingdom impact our 
lives more deeply, having an expectant heart, willing to grow and opportunities to share treasure. 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Talk about the people whom individuals and the cell collectively are praying for, witnessing to or seeking 
to reach. 
 
How can we help each other to reach these people? 
 


