
Word Notes Sunday 20/09/15 
God Builds a Nation – The Story 02 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Texts: Genesis Chapters 12-13, 15-17, 21-22, 32-33 &35 - Read these as preparation – there won’t 
be time in the meeting! 
 
Through Abraham God Builds a new nation to reveal God and be God’s plan to get us back.  After Plan A 
and Noah this is Plan B - Keep all the people but show them how to live – a model nation that will reveal 
God and his plan to all the world.  Would Abraham & Sarah have been your choice?  Old, childless – 
probably not but God’s plan wasn’t for a man to build a nation on man’s strength, wisdom or inspiration but 
built by God alone so nobody could say it was Abraham but God.  This story isn’t about how man does 
something but how God does. 
 
What’s God’s game plan? (Gen 12)?  He makes a promise to Abraham: 

1. Make a great nation through him 
2. Make Abraham’s name great 
3. Bless Abraham and those who bless him. Curse those who curse him 
4. All people will be blessed through Abraham. 

 
There are turbulent beginnings as Abraham makes some poor choices – a time in Egypt, lies to kings, 
caught out, booted out of Egypt issues with Lot etc but eventually Abraham is back where God told him to 
be.  Then in Gen 15 God reiterates His promise clarifying that there will be a son – Abraham’s own flesh 
and blood, in fact his offspring g be as numerous as the stars.  God seals this with a covenant – a “blood 
promise”.  NB that God alone passes between the slaughtered animals – this is God’s plan at His 
initiative. 
 
Then another detour in Sarah’s plan with Haggai and Ishmael.  Sarah is practical, she sees a job needs 
doing, it’s not happening, she gets it sorted.  Abraham’s flesh and blood doesn’t necessarily mean Sarah’s 
flesh and blood.  But this is not God’s way – God does care for Haggai and Ishmael but this is not his plan.  
God does not need us to work his plan out. 
 
In Gen 17 God re-iterates His promise again.  Abraham is now 99 – 24 years have passed since the first 
time.  Now the covenant of circumcision comes in and God changes their names .  When God renames 
the Abram to Abraham Exalted father becomes father of many, Sarai to Sarah “a” princess to THE 
princess. Their identity IS the promise.  Now Isaac is born.  Abraham is 100, Sarah, 90.  God fulfilled His 
promise, albeit many years later.  His Plan, His way. 
 
“And Finally” 
Once more in the story of Abraham and Isaac there is a clue to the ultimate plan of God (Gen 22:1-18).  In 
the Lower Story asking Abraham to sacrifice his one-and-only son is a test of Abraham’s obedience and 
faith.  In the Upper Story of God it’s a foreshadowing of what God will do through His own one-and-only 
Son.  Read Gen 22:11: “God will provide for himself the lamb for the burnt offering.”  The word translated 
“provide” has roots meaning to see or to appear.  Can be read as: “God himself will appear as the 
sacrifice”.  Can you see the clue?  
This would not be a nation where people were required to sacrifice their own offspring (as seen in other 
cultures at the time) but GOD WILL PROVIDE!  This story is not about how we can reach God, how we 
can make it work but about how God will reach us, can reach you whatever your circumstances.  God 
chose an elderly barren couple and built a nation from them, a nation to show who He was. Likewise God 
can choose us, whoever we are, whatever our state, God reaches out to us, what is our answer? 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
When God Called Abraham to follow Him there was a clear sense of partnership (Gen 12:1-5).  God 
promised certain things and Abraham was called to do his Part.  What was God’s part and what was 
Abrahams? 
 



Abraham and Sarah were called by God and they followed Him in faith.  Can anyone share a time when 
God called them to step out in faith.  How did you respond and how did that step of faith turn out? 
 
Sarah didn’t think God was moving fast enough, or couldn’t see her part and so came up with her own 
solution.  Share examples of how we jump ahead of God’s timing in an effort to “help Him”.  Why is it so 
hard to be patient and wait on God for our lives. 
 
Abraham and Sarah chose to follow God by faith.  What step of faith is God calling you to take now but 
which you are still waiting or resisting?  What can you do to take a trust-filled step and move forward? 
 
Pray around these specific answers – about taking good decisions and stepping out in faith and trust while 
not trying to make things happen. 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Share with a not-yet-Christian friend how God has been an answer in a specific area your life, perhaps out 
of discussions of difficulties they might have, or distrust in the ways of governments, people etc. 
 


