
Word notes Sunday 19/9/2010 Mike Geach 
Reassurance from Jesus in times of trouble 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: John 16:33 
 
Jesus was talking to his disciples at the Last Supper.  He had told them of all that was about to happen to 
him and wanted them to know that they too would have trouble when they identified with him – stood up 
for their faith in Jesus as the only way to God.  It seems like his last words to them were very much at 
odds with the first words of his ministry (Luke 4:18+19) yet even here Jesus only telling the first half of the 
prophecy which foretells of favour and vengeance (Isaiah 61:1-2). 

But Jesus had purpose on both occasions.  At the start of his ministry he was declaring that the year of 
favour was now here – and note there is a “year” of favour and only a “day” of vengeance in Isaiah 61:1-2.  
Even though these do not mean a physical year or day the meaning that God has much more favour to 
pour out than vengeance is clear.  Justice and mercy are two side of the same coin but Father God is 
providing a way for the coin to fall “Mercy” every time someone comes to him through Jesus. 

Likewise at the end of his ministry physically present with the disciples, Jesus wants to make it clear that 
he will suffer and they too will see trouble and yet the overwhelming message is to be of good cheer or to 
take heart for he has (NB not “will”) overcome the world. 

Three words stand out from John 16:33.  Peace, trouble and overcome. 

 
• Peace is assurance that knowing that Jesus is always with you, he didn't say these things to fill 

them full of fear and dread but so they would know that God was with them. 

• Trouble – pressures, anguish, persecution, stuck in a rut, forced along a path you don't want to go. 
Jesus stood up against these and paid the price. 

• Overcome.   John 14:1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.” 

 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Read Isaiah 61 verses 1 to 9. 
 

1. From just this passage alone how would you describe God’s character? 
 

2. Aside from Jesus’ use of the passage in Luke 4:18 & 19 what in Isaiah 61:1-9 makes you think that 
this refers to the ministry of Jesus?  (Clue if needed – eg verse 8) 

 
“In most of Isaiah's prophecies there is a primary and secondary sense, or a remote subject illustrated by 
one that is near.  The deliverance of the Jews from their captivity in Babylon is constantly used to shadow 
forth the salvation of men by Jesus Christ”  from Adam Clarke’s Bible Commentary. 
 

3. Which of the blessings listed in the Isaiah passage do you think were for the nation of Israel in its 
deliverance from Babylon (the primary audience for Isaiah) and which for us now through salvation 
in Christ (a secondary or remote application of the prophecy)? 

 
4. Taking both passages together (Is 61:1-9 & Jn 16:33) are you comforted or discouraged?  How & 

Why? 
 

5. What will you do next time trouble arrives at your door? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Talk about the people whom individuals and the cell collectively are praying for, witnessing to or seeking 
to reach. 
 
How can we help each other to reach these people? 
 


