
Word Notes Sunday 18/09/16 
Tony Hodge: : Guidance 2 – Hearing God 

 
 

Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm) 
 
Key Text: Exodus 3:1-14, Acts 10:1-20, Acts 9:10-19 
 
Moses has run away, but he’s still standing up for the oppressed –we read about him chasing away some 
shepherds who were stopping the daughters of the priest of Midian from watering their sheep.  The King in 
Egypt dies, God hears Israel’s groaning (NB not moaning – that comes in the wilderness!).  The scene is 
set for Moses comeback tour but how will God get his attention and put him back on track? 
 
Moses needed a “Burning Bush” experience, Peter had to be brought low by the simple crowing of a 
cockerel before he could let go of his own ideas.  The blinded Paul was given over to the care of those he 
was persecuting for help and nurturing.  What about you and I – should we wait for God to break in or 
should we position ourselves to hear from.  And what about those “Desert Times” when God appears to 
be silent? 
 
Thankfully God has provided ways for us to hear from Him.  We have the Word of God – Old and New 
Testaments.  Moses had neither, Peter was “uneducated”, Paul thought he knew it all.  Jesus met with 
Peter and spoke directly to him.  With Paul he miraculously appeared but for both Peter and Paul the 
ongoing communication was through the Holy Spirit who would be with them must like Jesus and would 
teach and remind them of things they needed to know.  Peter and Paul also used the wise counsel of their 
fellow believers.  All three: Word, Spirit and Fellowship are available to us. 
 
But what about those silent desert times?  Wells!  When you’re in the desert you need to make water a 
priority and digging wells is a good idea – if you know where to look.  Wells, springs and fountains feature 
a number of times in the Bible - Israel did spend 40 years in the desert!  One such is the encouragement 
to find joy through drawing water from the well of salvation (Is 12:3) – some years ago Graeme Whylie 
from Plumbline Ireland spoke to us about where to find those wells and I’m reminded of them as a good 
place to reconnect with God and allow his to speak – the nearer we are the easier it is to hear.  You can 
find a list of those at the end of these notes. 
 
So what can we do – position ourselves to hear from Him.  Be doing the things Jesus commanded us to 
do – it’s fair to say God has done the “Big Thing” in sending His Son, lets be getting on with what he said 
and expect him to speak. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Do you give God time to speak?  Moses had run away, Peter was over-eager, Paul thought he knew it all, 
each needed to stop and listen.  What are your weak areas that stop you hearing God? 
 
We get the impression Peter had a habit of taking himself off after lunch for some space.  Jesus did that 
too.  How does that work for you? 
 
Is there something the Lord wants you to do – what calls have you heard and are you doing it? 
Maybe you just need to start out in the right direction., what help or support do you need? 
 
How about regular review?  Are you stuck in a rut like Paul was, need some time-out to seek the Lord 
once more?  What plans have you put in place for this? 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Don’t hide your light under a bowl – let it shine.  Does God want to speak to someone else through you?  
It doesn’t have to be weird but it will take courage.  Ask the Lord to give you a word for someone and then 
as graciously as possible share it with them. 



Connecting with God – Digging Wells 
 
Here is the list of wells that Graeme Whylie shared where you can find Joy and also renewed connection 
with God to hear His Voice: 
 
1. Joy Restorers 
 
Is 12v3-6 ‘With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation’. 
 Aquifer – below water table – resources of all we need – water of life – salvation 
Need to dig wells plural. Or re open well that have been bunged up. 
 
7 wells 
 
1. Well of the Spirit – Eph 5v18-20 
2. Well of the Word – Ps 119v111 ‘Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my 
heart’. 
3. Well of Intimacy. Ps 16v11 
4. Well of prayer. Is 56v7 ‘joy in my house of prayer’ 
5. Well of service. ‘Well done good and faithful servant, enter the joy of the Lord’ - others 
6. Well of reproduction – joy of harvest Is 9, Ps 126 Jn 16 
7. Well of kingdom focus. Rom 14v17 
 
Dig into these wells! 
 


