
Word Notes Sunday 14/09/14 
Tony Hodge – Joshua 2: Spies, intelligence and sympathetic people 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
Key Text: Joshua 2 
Why did Joshua send out spies – did God not know everything and have it all in hand?  Three things come 
out of this account: 
 
Encouragement – The difference between these spies and the ones sent out by Moses (Num 13) is their 
report.  Those earlier spies were afraid, even though they had seen God do amazing things they saw 
themselves “like grasshoppers” against giants.  Joshua’s spies come back and report that “The LORD has 
surely given the whole land into our hands; all the people are melting in fear because of us”.  Who we 
listen to when stepping out is very important – will it be the naysayers or those who build our faith?  
Encouragements from the body include scriptures (Haggai 2:1-9, Is 54:2-4, 1 Cor 16:13 – look out for 
“courage” “be strong” and “don’t fear” said to all the people) and even good Christians outside NCC who 
area believing our setting foot in the Academy is “more than just a new meeting place”.  Stepping out in 
our own strength is ultimately futile, hearing God and following his lead allows Him to do what only He can 
do. 
 
Intelligence – It’s no good being apart from the world, we are in this world even if we are part of another 
Kingdom.  Keeping apart makes us seem aloof and unreachable, creates barriers between people and 
God and stops us getting involved with people – stops us “making disciples”.  To care about our 
community, our neighbours is to be involved with them.  Opportunities include recent and planned 
meetings on Studlands Park to address issues of vandalism, nuisance and litter.  Volunteering on Town 
Pastors, CAP Money or other public facing projects brings us into contact with real people, their joys and 
their problems.  Working with others in the local community means we can achieve good things while also 
witnessing to the love and grace of God – both to those in need and those with a heart to help.  Joshua 
sent in spies to find out what was going on in the land – but he remained reliant on God to sort the 
problems. 
 
Sympathetic people – Sending in the spies enabled God to show his grace and mercy to one woman 
who heard and believed.  Rahab was perhaps not the most likely person to include in a history, yet where 
else but an inn or house of ill repute would you expect to blend in as soldiers and spies and where better 
to get intelligence?  Her story is encouraging in a number of ways:  Saved by faith put into action at great 
personal risk; The prophetic overlap with the blood on the doorposts of Israel’s homes at the time of 
Passover;  Her appearance in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus.  One thing to ask is “Who are the Rahabs” 
in Newmarket or your neighborhood?  People who stand up in the community, those who do not reject 
Christians out of hand or who actively support our work – they may be nearer the Kingdom than we think! 
 
Summary – when moving out let’s: 

• Hear God’s report, not those of the naysayers. 
• Get involved in our community so we can be effective. 
• Not  dismiss the unlikely people. 

 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
Compare the two sets of spy reports in Num 13:27-14:2 and Josh 2:24, also read Rahab’’s comments in 
Josh 2:10.  What are the reactions of the people in Numbers, Rahab and Joshua’s spies to essentially the 
same set of facts?  If fear characterises on and faith the others where are you? 
 
Read Haggai 2:1-9, Is 54:2-4 and 1 Cor 16:13.  Find those parts which encourage the people these texts 
were aimed at to be bold, strong, courageous or without fear.  Discuss how these texts encourage you as 
we prepare to step out. 
 
Rahab was an unlikely ally and found by going into a common, unsavoury place.  Where might we find a 
“Rahab” today?  Is that a place you’d be prepared to go?  Who else might we dismiss as being unworthy 
of being a part of God’s plan for Newmarket? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
Last week you were invited to dream big about what your cell could do to reach out to our community in 
love, to help and to bring light.  Discuss those ideas further and start to sketch out how to achieve those 
dreams. 


