
Word Notes Sunday 13/09/15 
In The Beginning – The Story 01 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Texts: Genesis Chapters 1-8  Read these as preparation – there won’t be time in the meeting. 
 
Like many good blockbusters the Bible story starts with a “Big Bang” opening: “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth”.  Everything He created was “good” and culminated in creating people 
in His own image – this time God sees this was “Very Good”.  Mankind – you and me - are created to be 
“very good” in the eyes of the Lord.  The Upper Story vision of God was to create a place and fill it with 
people with whom He could have fellowship.  We see a picture of God walking in this amazing garden, 
spending time with the people He created “in the cool of the day”. 
 
But it doesn’t last.  In the Lower Story those people do not stick to the grand vision and instead choose 
another way, the way of wanting everything for themselves and “sin” comes into the world.  That sin-
nature is part of our humanity and is soon seen to be ready to engulf Cain, leading him to murder his 
brother.  As the generations pass there comes a time when the Lord saw how great the wickedness had 
become, how every inclination of the human heart was only evil all the time.  The Lord regretted that he 
made human beings and decides to wipe them all out (Gen 6:6-8). 
 
However God will not be thwarted in his Plan to have fellowship with those He created and sets out to 
provide a way for that to come to pass.  In the first step towards that goal he finds Noah – who was “a 
righteous man, blameless in his generation” and who “walked with God” – that is to say he followed God’s 
ways.  Noah and his family are saved from the flood which wipes out the evil generation.  On being 
delivered from the flood, Noah makes a sacrifice to God, but the sin-nature is still there – his being found 
uncovered by his son is indicative not of anything sexual but of his vulnerable sin-nature.  Something more 
is needed. 
 
What is this “something more”?  Right at the start of the story in Gen 3:21 we have our first clue to God’s 
ultimate and amazing plan of rescue.  Having found themselves to be naked, that is to say their nature 
uncovered and vulnerable in the sight of Almighty God, Adam and Eve clothe themselves with leaves but 
this is not sufficient to cover up the deep down issue.  God takes away the leaves and covers them with 
the skins of animals – blood was shed to cover their sin-nature. 
 
As the story unfolds we’ll see more of God’s plan, but for now consider what it cost for Adam and Eve to 
stand in God’s presence once sin had entered their lives and who solved the problem. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
When God looked at creation and declared it to be ”good” and “very good” what do you think He was 
trying to express? 
 
Why do you think God rested after he had finished creating? What could this mean for your life? 
 
Gen 1:26-27 says we are made in the image of God. How do we, as people, actually reflect the image of 
God? 
 
Adam and Eve started out in perfect fellowship with God who gave them freedom to reject this perfect life.  
What does this spiritual reality say about the power of choices we make each day? 
 
If God truly loved Adam and Eve why would He throw them out of the Garden?  Do you agree this was an  
“act of grace” and why do you feel that way? 
 
What are ways to identify that we are about to enter into sinful and rebellious actions and how can we stop 
before we have crossed the line? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
How can you display the image of God to your friends and family this week? 


