
Word notes Sunday 11/9/2011 Tony Hodge 
The Bible: Reliable Word of God 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: 2 Tim 3:16,17 & Hebrews 4:12 
 
When Paul wrote to his protégé Timothy to encourage him in his work as a pastor and church planter he was 
sure to mention the importance of the scriptures.  As Evangelical Christians one of the key things we believe is 
in the inerrancy of the Bible as the inspired Word of God and that to apply it to our lives will result in our 
maturing and growth in relationship with the Lord.  Yet many people see the Bible as just a collections of 
stories and myths with some goo moral teachings.  If we are to be sure of the Bible it should be able to 
withstand three tests – is it historically accurate, do the things it says will happen actually happen (prophecy) 
and is it effective both through history and today in changing lives. 
 
On historical accuracy, even though many historians dismiss it due to past theories and entrenched views in 
fact up to now all findings of archaeological research have verified the Bible’s account, not a single case has 
disproved it! 
 
On prophecies we can also check not only the Bible’s account against itself, having seen how reliable it is, but 
also against history.  Results of archaeological research have also supported not just big events but the details 
of prophecies.  In regard to the prophecies of Jesus the evidence is overwhelming and it would stretch the 
imagination greatly for all to be true for one man by coincidence.  As for the prophecy and claim in the New 
Testament that Jesus died and rose again the evidence is clear: Jesus was killed brutally, no Roman soldier 
would have been mistaken, he would not have recovered from his wounds.  Yet more than 500 people are 
reported as having seen him after his resurrection and many went to their deaths because of their testimony, 
something even Galileo was not willing to do in defence of the heliocentric model of the solar system. 
 
That the Bible is effective in transforming lives through history and today is evidenced by the constant and 
unstoppable growth of the church worldwide.  More committed, active Christians are alive today than have 
ever lived and died before.  The growth of the church has been explosive, even in places such as communist 
China where there are more Christians than Communist Party members and 28,000 more added each day.  
Consider also South Korea, which the UN has had to officially change the classification from a Buddhist nation 
to a Christian one!  Halleluiah! 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
The Bible gives lots of guidance and advice. 
 

1. What is the best bit of advice you’ve ever been given? 
 

2. If you needed some really important advice and asked different people for it, how would you decide 
which to trust? 

 
3. Can you think of times you’ve been given misleading information by someone?  What happened? 

 
4. Look up and read the following Old Testament prophecies and for each one or pairs of scriptures 

answer from you knowledge of the story of Jesus how were these prophecies fulfilled through him? 
 
Micah 5:1; Isaiah 7:14; Jeremiah 31:15; Psalm 41:10; Zechariah 11:12-13; Psalm 22:17 and Zechariah 
12:10; Exodus 12:46 and Psalm 34:21; Psalm 22:19. 
 

5. Does this help you to trust the Bible on matters in your life? 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
If someone told you they thought the Bible was “just a collection of myths and legends” what would you say to 
them? 


