
 
Word notes Sunday 14/9/08 Tony Hodge 

Life, the Universe & Everything 
 
Summary 
 
This week there has been much discussion around the start-up of the Large Hadron Collider at CERN.  
Some see this experiment as being the final case against God.  The Bible however has more to say that 
just how the Universe works, why it exists for example. 
 
Some people for personal reasons or lack of understanding, both of the physical world and of the spiritual 
one, have sought to polarise the debate into either belief in creation or a universe which is some random 
outcome of physics and the media likes to promote this false state as it means they can get good 
radio/TV/headlines. 
 
Rather than hide behind intractable statements, are we not called to engage in debate to testify to God’s 
work in our lives and in the creation of all we see? 
 
 
Application: 
 
Discuss one or more of the following topics – as appropriate in your group. 
 
NB in any of them it’s OK to rest on your faith and admit “I don’t know – but I know a man who can”! 
 
1, Read Psalms 19:1-6.  In light of Genesis 1, if the heavens display the glory of God and proclaim 
the wok of His hands how come they don’t tell us the universe was made in one or two days?  What is 
wrong – our reading of scripture, our understanding of the universe or both?  What can we do to bring 
these two sides together?  How can we find out more? 
 
2, 1 Peter 3:15, in the NKJV says: “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to 
give a defence to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;” 
 
What defence would you make to an educated person who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you?  
Would it be based on an understanding of the physical world, experience of God, a living relationship with 
Jesus? 
 
3, Discuss your beliefs on creation with each other – this should be a relatively safe place to do so 
and help to set things in your mind if a non-Christian were to ask. 
 
 
Witness: 
 
If you haven’t done this already brainstorm what areas of social action might be needed in Newmarket – 
focus on those that Cell members will be ready to get involved in.  Report back to Tony any that the Cell 
wishes to take forward. 
 
Pray for Alpha – especially for people to come!  Discuss who each can invite to this term’s Alpha Course 
(Alpha dinner on Wed Sept 24th) and what each might like to do to help.  Volunteers contact Tony please. 
 
 


