
Word Notes Sunday 26/10/14 
Ken Baker - The Consequences of Compromise 

Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 

Key Text: Joshua 7 

This chapter from Joshua plainly shows us what compromise looks like and its consequences.  Israel 
learned the hard way that when you line yourselves up with deceit you'll receive the consequences of 
deceit.  For them the choice was made simple: either line yourselves up with God or with those other 
things - you cannot stand against your enemies until it's sorted.  Achan's failure was to think that as 
nobody was looking his actions would stay hidden, but God wasn't about to overlook that.  The way God 
dealt with him seems harsh so what can we learn from this incident if we believe God to be a God of 
Grace? Three aspects will help us understand: 

Integrity 

If we truly want to honour the gift Jesus has given us through his sacrifice we should be people of integrity.  
Without wanting to scare or threaten anyone, the account of Achan shows that what you do in secret 
never stays so. Sadly we live in times when many former heroes and celebrities, people in power and 
even respected persons like clergy have been found wanting, especially in the area of their sexuality. 
That's not to mean we can judge, the truth is we are all Achans in that we have all fallen short, but don't 
despair- the good news is there's a way out!  

Community  

The events in Joshua 7 show us that what we do affects those around us (v11f).  It may seem that we can 
act one way in public or on a Sunday and another in private but that discounts the spiritual side of life. If 
you want a modern example just think of the damage that has been done to any large organisation such 
as the church, the BBC, parliament, the Police, by the failings of its members. When "sins" come to light it 
isn't just the individuals who suffer a loss of reputation.  

From Joshua 7 you might think that there was merely a setback for Israel but that would be to miss the 
bigger picture of God's work amongst His people which is the restoration of relationship through 
establishing a nation to be be a dwelling place for God. Personal failings hinder God's work (v12).  As far 
as God is concerned, for Him to continue this must be dealt with (v13).  

Liberty 

What can you do to get back on track, what is God doing in this historical custom to show us?  It does not 
have to end the same way as it did for Achan. These verses show us the catastrophe of unconfessed sin 
in order to realise that to find the way out we have to first accept that we are in a mess, that we are a 
sinner.  In v20 Achan doesn't try to hide but having been called out he confesses fully what he did.  God's 
ability to deal with sin is far greater than our sin, yet it needs to be exposed - to God at least - through 
confession. If, like in this case, it is a public sin with public consequences then it may have to be dealt with 
publicly. That's a tough message but it's meant to encourage us to keep short accounts with God.  Psalms 
139 tells that that God scrutinises my path - let's remember that and not try to hide.  

The consequences for Achan are "trouble" the name given to the valley "Achor" means trouble, but in 
Hosa 2:15 we read the valley of Achor will be a door of hope. The promise in this piece of prophetic 
scripture is that the place of trouble could become a door, in other words HE OFFERS A WAY OUT!  
God's way out is the way of grace obtained through confession (1 Jn 1:8-10).  

Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 

When you read the story of Achan's sin and the consequences how does that make you feel about your 
own personal walk? 



We all have areas of failing or temptation but the Good News is that God sent Jesus to to set us free. 
What words of Jesus give you comfort when you've slipped?  What do you do to get right with God?  Is 
there a place for confession before witnesses today and if so how might that work? 

What practical steps can we take to keep on the path God has called us to?  Who can help? 

Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 

The Good a News of God's grace isn't just for us. Be vigilant for situations and people to whom we can 
bring hope though our witness and testimony. 


