
Word Notes Sunday 18/10/15 
Wandering – The Story 06 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Text: Deut. 30:11-20 (Background: Numbers 10-14, 20-21, 25,27; Deut. 1-2;4;6;8-9;29-34) 
 
Leading Israel was like herding cats. Moses had over 3 million kids on a road trip who were complaining 
and asking “Are we there yet?” The hard thing about road trips with little kids is their fussing, fighting and 
endless questioning. Another hard thing about road trips is taking a wrong turn and getting off the way to 
the destination. Every road trip includes a destination as well as the trip itself across the terrain. Thankfully 
we have GPS today—global positioning satellite—to help us as we travel.  In The Story we come to the 
wanderings of Israel as Moses leads them toward the Promised Land flowing with milk and honey.  Three 
aspects of Israel’s wandering time stand out:  Complaints, a Wrong Turn and Moses’ Final Message. 
 
1) Israel’s Three Complaints to Moses: exemplify the people’s lack of faith: Complaints about general 

hardships of the trip (Num 11:1-3), about the food (every day it’s “manna”, Num 11:4-33).   Miriam and 
Aaron complain about Moses being the leader.  (Num 12:1-16.) 

 
It all boils down to a lack of faith in God – that he will take care of them, and in Moses whom God 
appointed.  Each time Moses intercedes for them and God relents. 
 
2) Israel Takes a Dangerous Wrong Turn:  Twelve spies (a man from each tribe) are sent to survey the 

Promised Land.  Ten spies report about the abundance of the land and also the giants who live there 
and conclude “We cannot take the land.”  Two say “If the Lord is pleased with us, He will give it to us”. 
(Num 14:8) 
After Moses urges the people to trust God and take the land, the people rebel and refuse to obey. 
At first God tells Moses He will destroy them all and raise up a new nation for Moses to lead (Num 
14:11).  Moses intercedes once more – what will that look like to the Egyptians and others around that 
God can’t do it?  They are forgiven and judgement commuted. No one over 20 shall survive to see the 
Promised Land. (Numbers 14:28-34.) 
Israel’s lack of trust in and disobedience to God creates a 40 year detour.  Even the children are 
punished for their parents’ disobedience.  After 40 years of wandering, they end up where they began 
on the brink of the Promised Land. 

 
3) Moses gives his Grand Farewell Speech as recorded in Deut chapters 32-33.  At the climax he urges 

the people to “Choose Life” (Deuteronomy 30:11, 20). 
 
Upper Story 
God has the whole journey mapped out, from beginning to end, and he knows the best way to get us to 
our destination.  He is with us every step of the way, whether we’re aware of it or not. When food and 
water were withheld from the Israelites, it was because God was testing them to see if they would trust 
him. If they trusted him in the wilderness, they would trust him in the final destination.  Their wilderness 
experience was to be an indicator, a sign to the watching nations about how life works when you put trust 
in God, who desires to be in relationship with us.  In order for God’s grand scheme to work out, His plan to 
get all the nations back, the children of Israel were going to have to trust him. 
 
Our Story 
The Christian life is like a road trip. God wants to lead us every step of the way. He sees the whole picture 
from beginning to end and he wants is to make it to the final destination and enjoy the journey, but we 
must trust him.  We too need to be “men of a different spirit” like Caleb and Joshua. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
The people of Israel acted in an almost juvenile way with their complaints.  How can Christians (even us!) 
be like this today?  Is it possible you might fall into this pattern occasionally? 
 
All through this part of The Story God disciplines the people (sometimes quite strongly) to get them back 
on course.  What are the values of being disciplined by one who loves us and wants the best for us? 
 



Ten of the men who spied out the land let their minds and eyes focus on the obstacles (Numbers 13:26-
133).  What are the ways we can fixate on the obstacles rather than the God who can help us? 
 
What will help us hear and respond more quickly when the Lord is seeking to lead us?  What is one area 
of your life where you would like to be more responsive to God’s leading?  Can other members of the 
group support you in this? 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
How might you demonstrate the rescue to blessing Jesus has worked in your life this week?  Does your 
obedience to God’s ways and call on your life stand out to those around you? 


