
Word notes Sunday 16/10/2011 Simon Matthews 
God chooses ordinary people 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Matthew 1:18-24 
 
It may be a bit early to be preaching from the Christmas story yet the account of God’s choosing of Mary and 
Joseph to be the earthly parents of His Son Jesus tells us much about whom God chooses to do His will.  Two 
things stand out: God chooses ordinary people and He chooses them to do extraordinary things.  We read 
about Joseph at just 2 points in Jesus’ life: his birth and when he was 12.  Here’s what we read: 
 

• Matt 1:19 – He was a just man who thought things through. 
• Matt 24,25 – He was obedient to the God’s call. 
• Lk 2:41-49 – He really cared for Jesus, even though Jesus was a foster-son.  Joseph accepted 

responsibility and not grudgingly but willingly and lovingly. 
 
Mary features in the Gospel accounts on four occasions: obviously at Jesus’ birth, when he was 12, at the 
wedding at Canaan and at Jesus’ death.  Here’s some of the things we can learn from Mary’s calling and 
response: 
 

• Lk 1:26-38 – Mary “finds favour with God”.  This is not though anything she has done or earned but 
simply that God favoured her out of His Grace.  Likewise we find favour with God through His Son 
Jesus. 

• ditto – Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  We too can find ourselves “pregnant” by the Holy Spirit 
– in the sense that he will birth a purpose or calling within us. 

• Lk 2:41-49 – Jesus had a father and a mother – God’s natural order for families.  We have an 
opportunity to be salt & light in our communities by standing up for this idea against the tide – yet social 
attitudes can and do change. 

• Jn 2:1-5  At the wedding Mary tells the servants to obey Jesus.  She believes in him and his ministry 
and is encouraging him  out of the nest. 

• Jn 19:25-27 – Mary clearly there at the cross and Jesus take the time in the midst of his suffering to 
care for her.  What an example to us in a world that encourages us to hide our older family members 
away in homes. 

 
God’s call on our lives can be confrontational – “in our face”, it can involve much sacrifice or cost to obey Him, 
yet for the most part God woos those He chooses, letting us grow to the point of wanting to obey His call out of 
a renewed mind. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Having read the texts listed above, in what ways was God’s call on Mary & Joseph’s lives: 1, “confrontational”, 
2, Involved sacrifice, 3, wooing. 
 
How did they respond to these approaches – 1, immediately, 2, over time? 
 
In what ways and for what purpose have you know the call of God on your life?  Which of the following ways 
did God dealt with you 1, “confrontational”, 2, Involved sacrifice, 3, wooing. 
 
How does this match up to our dealing with those in our care or charge – eg children, team members and 
employees?  Are these approaches applicable in everyday life? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Pose the HYPOTHETICAL (note the emphasis!!!) suggestion that we KNOW Jesus is returning in exactly 7 
days’ time; discuss what we would do differently over the next week if that were so. Then discuss what we 
WILL do in our real lives as a result of this discussion, and include accountability for the following week’s 
meeting. 
 


