
Word notes Sunday 10/10/2010 Tony Hodge 
Parables of Love & Forgiveness 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Luke 7:36-50. The Parable of the Two Debtors 
 
(Other parables on this topic: Love: The Good Samaritan, Luke 10:29-37;  Forgiveness: The Unforgiving 
Servant, Matt 18:23-35) 
 
Jesus is invited back to eat with Simon the Pharisee, but not accorded the everyday courtesies of a visitor: 
a kiss, foot washing and if a respected visitor anointing with oil.  While they are at table a woman known 
only for her notoriety as a “sinner” comes in and performs these basic hospitalities, abasing herself before 
Jesus.  Simon harbours judgemental thought against Jesus, who knows exactly what he’s thinking so tells 
this story with a question at the end to point out to Simon what is really going on – for him as well as her. 
 
The result: she is forgiven, he is rebuked. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
How does Simon the Pharisee treat Jesus?  What does his unspoken question in v39 tell us? 
 
How does the woman treat Jesus?  What do her actions in vv37 & 38 tell us? 
 
Jesus tells us two things about the woman: her motivation and her attitude, what are these. (Hint if 
needed: vv47 & 50) 
 
Given her attitude and her motivation can you sum up in one word her response to Jesus? (Hint -= it 
should be our response too, it was the response that a number of people in the gospels had eg Matt 2:2, 
14:33, 28:9 & 28:17) 
 
Both Simon & the woman were separated from God by the same gulf of sin.  What does Jesus say 
explains their different response? 
 
How aware are you of how much you’ve been forgiven?  What in your life, upbringing, experience or 
understanding of scripture colours the depth of your response to God’s gift of life through Jesus? 
 
Challenge Leave this thought to take away: How ready are you to throw yourself at Jesus feet in love, out 
of faith and worship him for what he has done, how do you measure up against the woman in the story? 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Testimony Time: Ask two or three cell members to share their testimony as they would to a non-believer 
who had asked the question: “Why are you a Christian”.  Take turns over the next few weeks to get 
everyone to share. 
 
If you’ve done that recently try this: 
 
What do you believe: Ask two or three cell members to answer the question “What is a Christian?” 
 


