
Word notes Sunday 06/10/13 Clare Reed 
Living for God – Gideon 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
Key Text: Judges 6 
Gideon is the Judge God raises up when the Israelites find themselves repeatedly 
invaded by the nomadic Midianites who leave them with no crops or livestock. 
Jesus meets us in our winepress. The angel of the Lord (perhaps a pre-incarnate 
manifestation of Jesus) sits down with Gideon who is threshing his wheat in a 
winepress where he can better defend it from the Midianites. Not a ridiculous idea, 
but inefficient and much harder work than threshing on the threshing floor.  
When we are threatened or afraid, we often retreat to a place where we feel able to 
defend ourselves. This is often a place where we are less effective and life is harder. 
But it is where Jesus comes and sits down with us, committed to seeing it through 
with us. 
God sees who we can be in him. The angel of the Lord greets Gideon as a “mighty 
warrior”. He doesn’t look or feel like a mighty warrior right now, but God sees 
beyond current circumstances and human weaknesses to see who Gideon can be in 
him. 
We stand in the promise that God is with us. Gideon’s success in the battle that lies 
ahead is not down to his own skill or strength, rather that God has promised to be with 
him. We have the same promise that God will be with us (Matt 28:20). When we cry 
out to God for help, he will be with us, but he may well send us to do something about 
it! 
Our priority is to worship God. Gideon’s first job is to cut down the altars to false 
Gods and reinstate an altar to the one true God. This is what Israel’s story is really 
about, not conquering lands and defeating other nations, but growing a people who 
live God’s way. Our priority is not success, wealth, health. These things will 
eventually fail us, but God’s love for us is eternal.  
Trust God, he is gracious. Gideon lays fleeces, not to discern God’s will (he has 
already confirmed that), but rather because he is starting to lose confidence in God’s 
promise to him. If God makes a promise, we can trust him to keep that promise. We 
do not always need to be seeking supernatural signs to confirm what we already 
know. But when we have doubts, God is gracious and encourages us. 
 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate. Lead discussions 
around these points) 

 Can you identify with “threshing wheat in a winepress”? How have you (or 
might you) got out of your winepress? 

 How does the “you” you see compare with the “you” God sees? Can you find 
Bible verses which describe how God sees you? 

 Can you share with the group a time when you doubted something God had 
said to you? How did you (or might you) learn to trust in what God has said? 

 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good 
News) 

 How would you reach out to someone who tells you they believe that God is 
real, but they don’t trust him? 


