
Word Notes Sunday 02/10/16 
Tim Anderson: Kingdom Purpose 

 
 

Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm) 
 
Key Text: Luke 13:10-21 
 
When Jesus stood up to teach in the synagogue nobody expected him to do what he did – heal a woman 
who had been bound up by an evil spirit for 18 years.  They expected him to talk and have discourse 
about the scripture of the day but Jesus message was more than just “Synagogue-plus”, he wanted to 
demonstrate then speak about the Kingdom. 
 
He challenged the comfortable culture of how things had been done with what the Kingdom should be like. 
He challenged that which was resistant to the new thing that God was doing.  They had probably been 
praying send the Messiah for years and didn't recognise that he was there.  They were looking for 
something that fitted in with their lives, not something that disrupted all they knew.  What about us in our 
nice religion, our comfortable Christianity, will we look and see what Jesus is doing and jump in or bring 
reasons why these things should not be?  Jesus wanted to paint a bigger picture of what God wanted to 
do and that’s still his mission today.  Jesus challenged them to step up to so much more: “Fear not, little 
flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the Kingdom (Luke 12:32,33).  In Matt 21:43 Jesus 
speaks to the Priests and Leaders who have their own ideas of what God wants: “The kingdom of God will 
be taken away from you and given to people who do the things God wants in his kingdom”.  That’s harsh 
but remember also what Jesus says about our priority in life – it’s not about building churches or having 
great meetings, they will follow when we first “seek the Kingdom” (Luke 12:31). 
 
What is the kingdom? 
It’s where God rules and reigns but what does that look like?  Jesus tells Parables of mustard seed and 
yeast in bread, metaphors from everyday life to help us understand what the kingdom is like.  It’s purpose 
is the work of Jesus Christ to bring freedom from sin and redemption from demonic influence. 
 
What did Jesus mean saying “the Kingdom of God is at hand”? 

• The King is here! 
• The overthrow of Satan (not the Romans) ie the work of the enemy rampant in our society. 
• Salvation offered to all 
• A new society to be brought into being.  When we get church right, expressing righteousness, 

peace and joy to the around us, society will change – look at Town Pastor, Food Banks etc, but 
don’t be limited start to do and be what you were made to do and be. 

 
As God transforms lives, societies get transformed – this is the fruit of the kingdom:  It is justice, 
righteousness, graciousness, understanding, healing, unconditional love, reconciliation, generosity, caring, 
bringing hope, all lived out wherever you are by doing your thing in line with the Kingdom! 
 
The leaders at that synagogue were disturbed by what Jesus did – will we let ourselves be disturbed? 
You are on the edge of adventure as a church, this may necessitate some changes, some unsettling but 
let’s step up to what God wants us to be and do. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
In Luke 13:10-21 there seems to be a conflict between the Kingdom and the Law.  Do you think this is 
really the case or is the relationship something else?  What scriptures would you use to defend your view? 
 
Petitioning God for His Kingdom to come is the second thing in the prayer Jesus taught us.  As well as 
asking God what can we do to make a way for the Kingdom?  What does that look like in your day to day 
life? 
 
Tim said church growth comes as a consequence of building God’s Kingdom not our own – seeking His 
Kingdom first.  What are the essential elements of building The Kingdom in a church-wide context and 
what is your part? 



 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Look at the penultimate paragraph of the summary above.  What Kingdom Building exercise is God calling 
your cell to do and where? 


