
Word Notes Sunday 30/12/14 
Tony Hodge – Prepare the way 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Texts: Is 40:1-5, Luke 3:4. 
 
Isaiah’s prophecy of a coming King is often used around Christmas.  The prophecy in around 700BC may 
most directly refer to the return to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon around 450BC, a return that would 
certainly need preparation, clearing of the way both physically and spiritually (see Ezra and Nehemiah) yet 
the reach of Isaiah’s words extend far beyond this event. 
 
The Bible account in Nehemiah ends around 430BC, Malachi just before and what follows is more than 
400 years of silence from scripture.  The prophetic view then shifts to 1st century Palestine and takes on a 
more significant meaning for us in light of the words of the gospels in Luke 3:4, Matt 3:3, Mark 1:3 linking 
the ministry of John the Baptist to this passage.  In John 1:23 the Baptist makes a direct claim himself. 
 
John the Baptist in the desert: born in Judea the hill country south of Jerusalem, the wilderness may be 
that west of the Dead Sea between the sea and the hill country but since we are looking at prophetic 
vision it is reasonable to ask if the prophet is referring to a physical or spiritual desert.  Judaism at that 
time was religious but also hungry with an expectation of the Messiah.  The “Lord” for whom John is 
preparing is clearly Jesus, the one who brings life to the desert as both living water and the bread of life.  
As for valleys raised and hills levelled: didn’t Jesus raise those whom society looks down on: women, tax 
collectors, the sick, didn’t he pull down the worldly elevated things and people: money, power, religion? 
 
But what application is there for this prophecy today, is the UK, is Newmarket in 2014 a spiritual desert?  
The answer is probably yes and no.  YES – there are many who do not know Jesus, many for whom the 
Bible stories have not been part of their upbringing but on the other hand:  NO – Evangelical and 
Evangelical charismatic churches are on the move, growing while the media talks of a shrinking C of E.  A 
dead religious theology?  YES: that often seems to be British people’s understanding of Christianity.  As 
we watch this year’s collection of big name Christmas ads and see rampant consumerism (“Black Friday”), 
hedonism (all about me and my experiences) or even nihilism (life is nothing, worthless) around Christmas 
do we feel like a voice in the desert? 
 
But be of good cheer – the church is waking up, it’s on the move so don’t focus on the desert; don’t get 
bogged down in the wilderness.  Jesus is the King who was and is and is to come! (1 Thessalonians 4:16-
18). 
 
Prepare!  Is 40:3 a “directive” which requires an action.  First Ezra then Nehemiah went out into the desert 
to prepare the way, for the rebuilding of the temple and the city.  After a gap of more than 400 years John 
the Baptist went out to prepare Israel for it’s Messiah King – not the king they expected.  Jesus came and 
now with the Great Commission the baton is passed on to the church, the body of Jesus, believers who 
put their faith and trust in Jesus and who are empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
In what ways would you argue valleys were exalted, mountains made low, crooked ways made straight 
and rough places plain through the ministry of Jesus? Think about individuals, barriers to relationship and 
the spiritual landscape. 
 
What do you see the ministry of the church (ie you and me) is to “prepare the way”?  What does that mean 
in attitude and practice? 
 
What parable of Jesus looks forward to his return and talks about being prepared for His coming? (Hint: 
Matt 25).  What then should we as individuals and the church be doing to be prepared? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Pray for this coming Christmas season – for people you know and how they might come to know the true 
meaning and start on a journey of faith. 


