
Word Notes Sunday 29/11/15 
Tony Hodge: The Trials of a King (David 2) – The Story 12 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Text:  2 Samuel 11 (Background Reading 2 Samuel 11-12, 18-19;  1 Chronicles 22, 29;  Psalms 
23, 32 & 51) 
 
It’s Good Times for the nation of Israel.  They have a good King – he defeated Goliath, he’s a shepherd of 
the people, a great warrior, they are defeating their enemies, he’s leading them spiritually as well The Ark 
of the Covenant is restored to Jerusalem – in management parlance everything is “up and to the right”. 
And then David falls in a most human way (2 Samuel 11:1-16).  This is a pivotal defining moment for 
David, Bathsheba and all Israel, great days and then this.  Yet even in this dark episode of adultery, 
murder and deceit the way David acts when faced with his sin is an example to us of God’s forgiving heart 
and brings hope to anyone who has ever messed up. 
 
We may not have committed adultery or murdered, our lives might not be in the world of kings or other 
high-profile people and the consequences of our failings might not impact on a nation yet we are firmly in 
this story.  Jesus brings this right to our doorstep in the Sermon on the Mount, his words in Matthew 5 
verses 27 & 28 and 21 & 22 pull us right in to David’s situation.  Jesus takes us all deeper than mere 
public adherence to a written code to the attitudes of our heart.  Remember when Saul was chosen and 
again for David we saw how God looks on the heart and not outward appearances?  Well here is the 
outworking of that for you and me.  If that’s not abundantly clear remember that Paul explained how all 
have fallen short of God’s standard (Rom 3:23).  David’s fall mirrors that of Adam and Eve in that all SAW 
something, which created in them a DESIRE, which they allowed to lead to ACTIONS that led to 
disastrous CONSEQUENCES. 
 
In David we can see God’s plan for restoration put into action.  How did he climb back from such a 
disaster – through repentance and reconciliation to God, through confession and contrition.  We can read 
about that in 2 Samuel and also hear David’s heart in Psalms 51 and 32.  This is where we find evidence 
that even in his failing David is a man after God’s heart. 
 
The Upper Story perspective 
The Lower Story experience of David brings a window into the Upper Story plan of God as His desire for 
people who will seek Him out, owning up to their failings and asking for forgiveness is played out.  David 
still has to bear terrible consequences, but because of God’s forgiving love he is able to do so with dignity. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
How can a simple walk on the roof of the palace have been so disastrous?  Go through 2 Sam 11, name 
each of David’s sins and describe the “domino effect” of how one led on to another.  Identify all the people 
who were affected by David’s sins and how they were affected. 
 
Once Uriah was dead David might have thought he had dodged a bullet – until Nathan confronted him and 
he realized that God knew everything.  What are some of the ways we can deceive ourselves into thinking 
we have covered our tracks and hidden our sins (from ourselves, others and even God)? 
 
King Saul did not repent and really seek forgiveness when confronted by his sins – he made excuses.  
How does David’s response differ from Saul’s (2 Sam 12)? 
 
God forgave David but there were still consequences to his sin.  Why is it important to know we can walk 
in God’s grace yet face very real consequences of our sins?  How does know God’s character help us 
here? 
 
If you could ask David what advice he would give about temptation and sin what do you imagine he might 
say to you, especially about areas in your life where you are prone to fall? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
It’s time to start thinking about how you can share Jesus this Christmas.  The events we’re holding or 
assisting with are as follows:  NCC Carol Service in the Memorial Hall at 5pm on Dec 13th, Carols on 



Studlands at 7pm on Wed 16th Churches Together Carol Singing in the Memorial Gardens on Sat and 
Christmas Day celebration at 10am.  As a cell you might want to find a way to bless you neighbours this 
Christmas or help with some people in need.  The Youth Cell are collecting gifts of essential items for 
Jimmy’s Night Shelter – what might you do? 


