
Word Notes Sunday 23/11/14 
Tony Hodge – Presence Carriers 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Texts: Matthew 5:13-16, Acts 2:16-18, John 14:12-17 & Romans 8:9-11. 
 
Jesus tells his disciples (and that means you!) that they are salt and light to the world.  This can only be 
the case because we take the presence of God with us.  This is a feature of the church age – that God is 
with us as promised in the Old Testament book of Joel and spoken out by Peter on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:16-18).  Christ lives in us by the Spirit (Romans 8:9-11) but this hasn’t always been the case since 
at the Fall when Adam & Eve were ejected from the Garden they were sent away from God’s presence. 
 
Throughout the Old Testament God works through individuals, calling to a chosen people to come close to 
Him but time and again they back off, turning away or to other gods.  After a long period of silence as far 
as scripture is concerned, God makes a bold move and sends His Son, Jesus.  In Jesus is the full 
embodiment of God right here with us and yet limited to the presence of one physical body.  And Jesus 
has a mission – to tell people the truth about God, about the Kingdom and to provide a way, through faith 
in himself, that the relationship can be restored and all people can dwell in God’s presence.  In order for 
that to happen Jesus tells the disciples he must ascend to be with the Father so that He can then send the 
promised Holy Spirit (Jn 16:7).  In his death on the cross, Jesus pays the penalty for sin and breaks the 
barrier between God and mankind, in his resurrection that price is demonstrated to be acceptable to God 
and Jesus victory confirmed yet there is more to be done to see all people restored to fellowship wit God. 
 
And so on that Pentecost day God fulfilled His promise and poured out His Spirit on the believers – not 
everyone present but on those who believed and follow Jesus. (Acts 2:18).  For what purpose do we carry 
this deposit of glory within ourselves?  The answer is in Acts 1:8 – the Holy Spirit will bring power to be 
witnesses, to fulfil the Great Commission of Matt 28:19 & 20. 
 
It’s down to us to not hoard God to ourselves but to “go” taking the presence with us.  Into the market 
place where Peter and Paul went, into the streets and to where those who need a touch from God live, 
work and play.  On that Pentecost 2000 years ago the outpouring of the Holy Spirit enabled God’s people 
to carry the light.  Yes we can ask for a move of God, for Jesus to be faithful to his promise to be with us 
(can he not be faithful?) and for the Holy Spirit to come but is it not more the case that God will be with us 
as we go, that the Holy Spirit will flow as we step out?  Jesus mission was to move – from Heaven to 
Earth, from “comfort” to sacrifice.  If he asks us to take up our cross and follow Him what should our 
mission look like? 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Discuss one or more of the following: 
 
A)  Read John 14:12-17 

1. How does this passage leave you: encouraged and enthused or challenged and depressed? 
2. What are the key issues for our lives and witness that Jesus highlights (eg a person needs faith)? 
3. If we do not seem to see the results Jesus promises how does that make us feel?  Does a contrast 

of verses 12 and 17 indicate why we shouldn’t always beat ourselves up in the face of apparent 
“failure”? 

 
B)  Are your dreams big or small – do they need God or can you manage on your own?  How do we find 
the right mix of our efforts and reliance of God? 
 
C)  Do you agree that we are “Carriers of God’s glory” and if so what does that mean to you , you 
relationship with Jesus and with others.  Where is the Lord be sending you to carry this light and 
saltiness? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Pray for this coming Christmas season – for people you know and how they might come to know the true 
meaning and start on a journey of faith. 


