
Word Notes Sunday 22/11/15 
Clare Reed: David; From Shepherd to King – The Story 11 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Text:  1 Sam 13:13 (Background Reading)1 Samuel 16 & 17 
 
In Saul God let Israel have their way in a King like the other nations.  This goes wrong as God said it 
would.  God’s judgement comes on Saul and David is chosen instead as being a man after God’s own 
heart.  Samuel is sent to anoint God’s choice. But at Jesse’s place Samuel makes the same mistake 
looking on the outside not the inside.  All the sons are passed by (7 in all) until the youngest, David, is 
brought in from the fields. 
 
God saw in David the potential of a king (Psalm 78:70-72): 

1. David was fully engaged in caring for his sheep 
2. David protected and rescued his sheep from danger. 
3. Most importantly, David was a man after God’s own heart. 

 
Others did not see David in the same way: 

1. Jesse, David’s father, did not even summon David when Samuel came to anoint a new king. (! 
Sam 16:8-12) 

2. 2, Samuel himself thought the older brothers more suitable (1 Sam 16:7-13) 
3. David’s older brother scolded David for leaving his sheep to come and watch the battle with the 

Philistines.  (1 Sam 17:28) 
4. King Saul viewed David as a mere boy and not king material. (1 Sam 17:33-39) 
5. Goliath called David “a stick” just before David killed him (1 Sam 17:41) 
 

In contrast, Jonathan, Saul’s son and successor to the throne, saw David’s king potential and gives David 
his royal robe (1 Samuel 18:4). 
 
What did God see in David? 

1. His heart (ch 16 v7).  We can see David’s heart in his Psalms where he pours himself out, honestly 
and with no punches pulled, yet he always returns to God and to trust in Him. 

2. A shepherd.  A 24/7 job.  A shepherd needs to be prepared to fight for his sheep, he is 
accountable for their lives.  God is looking for a king who is willing to give his life for his people. 

 
Does David become King right away – no!   Saul, who is hostile to David, is God’s tool to train David in 
Godly, kingly character.  As a result David lives as a fugitive, depending on God for guidance and help.  
After 14 years of training, David is ready to represent God and God’s character and he is inaugurated as 
king over Israel. 
 
The Upper Story perspective 
David as king points to “the One” who will come as the Messiah (Jesus).  David and Jesus are of the 
same tribe and city.  David was anointed with oil; Jesus was anointed with the Spirit. (“anointed one” is the 
same as “messiah”).  Jesus is often described as a shepherd, willing to give his life, to save His sheep.    
God is revealing more of His plan for salvation. 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Do you ever feel like you’re the least/youngest/not a star.  Do people judge you on the outside?  What 
does God say? – Use scripture to answer this where you can. 
What about how you treat others? Do you see the outward things or the inner heart, maybe remember 
more what people were like when young or as they are now?  How does this manifest in your relations 
with others? 
 
Are you true to your own heart?  Do you try to hide it from other people, even from God?  What happens if 
we try this subterfuge? 
 



How has God taken you though “Boot Camp” training?  Was it always comfortable?  Share encounters 
which have deepened your reliance on God and shaped your character closer to God’s own.  Does Rom 
8:28 echo through your life? 
 
Saul saw David as a threat.  Are we willing to give our whole lives to Jesus to be King or are there areas 
where we still retain control?  Share where you struggle with these things and commit to give them to 
Jesus in prayer – see Jesus as Jonathan did, not as Saul did and welcome Jesus as King. 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
It’s time to start thinking about how you can share Jesus this Christmas.  The events we’re holding or 
assisting with are as follows:  NCC Carol Service in the Memorial Hall at 5pm on Dec 13th, Carols on 
Studlands at 7pm on Wed 16th Churches Together Carol Singing in the Memorial Gardens on Sat and 
Christmas Day celebration at 10am.  As a cell you might want to find a way to bless you neighbours this 
Christmas or help with some people in need.  The Youth Cell are collecting gifts of essential items for 
Jimmy’s Night Shelter – what might you do? 


