
Word Notes Sunday 15/11/15 
Tony Hodge: Saul; Standing Tall, Falling Hard – The Story 10 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Text: 1 Samuel 8 (Background reading: 1 Samuel chapters 1-4, 8-13 & 15) 
 
In the Lower Story we come to a turning point in Israel’s history.  Saul is chosen as a king but ultimately 
falls through disobedience and turns out not to be the kind of king you’d want at all.  On the surface he 
looked great but underneath he wanted just to arrange things for himself, he wasn’t true to the calling that 
came on his life.  The story is also a reflection of the state of Israel at the time.  Looking on the surface 
they wanted what they could see in the world rather than to live out the plan God had for them.  They 
rejected God and the consequences were dire. 
 
The cause of rejecting God 1 Sam 8:1-5 
Samuel led the people back to The Lord after the losses under Eli and his sons, and then set his own sons 
up as leaders.  Sadly they were not like Samuel and turned to dishonesty for personal gain.  The people 
were not satisfied; they wanted a king like all the others had – thinking that would solve their leadership 
problems.  This tragic decision has a crippling effect on Israel for the rest of their history, The causes were 
twofold:  Firstly there was a vacuum in leadership , Samuel was old, his sons worthless so they have 
second thoughts about how God was leading them.  The second was the pull of culture – they wanted to 
be like other nations.  The people of God go from being the influencers to the influencees. 
The absence of leadership plus the pull of culture is always disastrous, in churches, in business and in 
society.  The lesson is that  people will always need Godly leaders.  Government, Business or Church all 
need people who walk their talk, practise what they preach. 
 
The cruelty of rejecting God 1 Sam 1:6-8 
It was not Samuel they were rejecting but The Lord and the lesson here affects the rest of the story.  The 
earthly kingdom of Israel was NEVER God’s idea, it was God’s concession not his creation.  It was the 
result of a cruel act of rebellion and disobedience.  God has a heart and his heart can be broken! (Genesis 
6:5) 
 
The cost of rejecting God 1 Sam 8:9-18 
God says “OK, give them a king – but they won’t like it!”  God explains the cost of rejecting him and having 
an earthly king – he will build up himself, taking from you to do so.  But the people insisted a king would 
solve all their troubles, be like all the other nations.  Saul.  Tall, dark and handsome – how did that turn 
out?  Saul’s popularity is based on the outward things.  Israel was making decisions based on that.  He 
failed and fell, Israel also suffered, going from Light to the Nations to being at the mercy of the nations.  
God is the only one who can save us.  Replacing God as king will cost us just as it did Israel. 
 
The CURE for rejecting God 
 
1000 years later another king was born, his name was Jesus.  He starts by proclaiming: “The Kingdom of 
God is here!”  Then he preaches and teaches for 3 years about the Kingdom of God.  At the end when 
asked by Pilate about his kingdom he replies: “My Kingdom is not of this world”.  What should we 
understand from these things? 
A, His Kingdom is real.  Jesus is a King, he has come to reign. 
B, His Kingdom is different.  Heavenly not Earthly.  Spiritual not political.. 
Jesus reigns not on an earthly throne but in the hearts and lives of people who will bow to his rulership, 
retaking the throne that was usurped when the people, said “|we want an earthly king”. 
There is only one cure and that is for each one to repent.  Stop doing something stupid, start doing 
something wise. 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Share about a time when you had to admit you were wrong. Was this easy or hard? 
 
Samuel is hurt when he sees that the Israelites want a king like other nations, instead of recognizing God 
as their king. Do you ever struggle with a desire to be like the culture around you, instead of letting God 
rule your life? 



 
How would you describe God’s grace and where do you see it in this story?  Where do you see God’s 
grace in your own life? 
 
Imagine you have a friend like Saul, who keeps taking matters into his own hands and ignoring what 
God’s word teaches him. What advice would you give him? 
 
In what areas of your life is God calling you to obey him? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
God called Israel to follow Him and obey His commands.  The reason was that they were to show out by 
the very life of their nation what an amazing, powerful and loving God he is.  That is now our role as being 
part of The Kingdom of God in Jesus.  What will that mean for you this wee?  What steps can you taker so 
that people see Jesus? 


