
Word Notes Sunday 08/11/15 
Tony Hodge: The Faith of a Foreign Woman – The Story 09 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Text: Ruth 1:16,17; 4:14-16 (Background reading: The Book of Ruth) 
 
What an amazing story!  On the surface a great love story, with loss turned to redemption and acceptance 
beyond any foreigner’s dreams.  All through Ruth’s story there are numerous “coincidences” where 
circumstances “just so happened” introducing the big idea that when we walk in faith (Ruth 1:16,17) God 
can move in our lives (Ruth 4:14-16).  Once more God’s great plan for the redemption of all people is 
worked out through the lives of ordinary people.  What does that mean for us – ordinary as we are? 
 
We too should recognise that God has a plan for our lives (Rom 8:28;  Eph 1:11;  Phil 1:6) but just how do 
we engage with it as Ruth did?  Three simple words to help us: 
 
1) Watch for God’s will.  God is always working his purposes, very often “behind the scenes” rather 

than upfront.  If you’re speeding through life you could miss out.  What is God doing around you, in 
you and through you? 

2) Wait for God’s timing.  Ruth finds the perfect balance, as she waits for God’s timing.  From Ruth’s 
example we can see two aspects to this: 
a) Don’t rush God’s timing. Taking matters on ourselves, forcing God to act.  Ruth doesn’t walk up to 

Boaz on day one and propose marriage.  No she goes home and takes counsel from Naomi. 
b) Don’t delay God’s timing.  – no “mañana”!  It’s easier to steer a moving vehicle than a stationary 

one.  Patience is not laziness (Ruth 2:2,7 & 13).  Go and see what occurs, don’t sit at home 
moping or hoping God will hit you with a lightning bolt. 

3) Wonder at God’s plan.  Who would have ever dreamed up a story like this?  A Moabite woman in the 
lineage of Jesus Christ (Ruth 4:21-22;  Matt 1:5-6,16 - and look who was Boaz’s mother!)  You never 
know how God will use you to further His plans – get in tune with God and TAKE PART! 

 
In Bethlehem Naomi & Ruth found their kinsman redeemer, the one who accepted them, even the foreign 
woman from an enemy nation, gave them life and a son to redeem the land thought lost to the family.  
From no future to an amazing future, the fullness of which is only seen as we read the gospels and see 
Jesus’ heritage.  Do you need a kinsman redeemer, one who was born to redeem not just land but the 
lives of people, of everyone?  Is life bleak, do you feel there’s nothing left, or are you a foreigner, outside 
and apart from the blessing others seem to have?  Do you remember another child born in Bethlehem and 
how his parents “just happened” to be there ?  Align your life to God (Rom 8:28) seek him out and look for 
his redemption. 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Naomi was a person of faith, but she also questioned God and was deeply honest about her struggles 
(Ruth 1:19-21).  In what ways did Naomi’s losses impact on how she viewed God and his work in her life? 
 
Ask if anyone can share a time they were honest with God about their pain and hurt.  As they look back 
what have they learned about God’s presence and faithfulness? 
 
Boaz was a man of amazing character and wisdom (Ruth chapters 2 & 3).  What can we learn from 
Boaz’s interactions with his workers and Ruth? 
 
Throughout her story we get glimpses of Ruth’s character too.  What are some of the exemplary aspects 
of her heart, her attitudes and behaviour?  How might Ruth be a role model for us today? 
 
Boaz initially offers another family member the opportunity to pay for and redeem the land (Ruth 4:1-10) 
but he sees the cost as high and the gain to him minimal so he declines.  Boaz then pays for all the 
property and allows the name of Elimelech to be remembered.  Give examples of the things God calls 
Christians to do that cost a great deal yet in the eyes of the world do not pay off much. 



How does Jesus’ life model service and sacrifice for people who really had nothing with which to pay him 
back?  
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Naomi’s life went from Mara (bitter) to Naomi (beautiful), what were the ways God extended race to this 
faithful woman?  Who needs you to come alongside then and remind them that are loved (or beautiful) 
and what action can you take this week to extend God’s grace to this person? 


