
 
Word notes Sunday 8/11/09 DT Braven-Giles 

The Power of Community 
 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: John 15:9-15 
 
When Jesus said “Greater Love has no man….” Reported in John 15:13 he was describing the love we 
are called to, both to receive in salvation and to show as followers of Christ.  The love of Christ in us and 
working through us to touch the lives of others is a powerful thing.  The community (Body) of Christ laying 
down it’s life for each other is an evangelistic message.  Bringing together pastoral and evangelistic 
ministry under one banner of love is the way Jesus intended his church to be. 
 
In Mark 12:28-34 Jesus, when asked what is the greatest commandment gives a two-in-one answer.  
Why: because to love God is to love your neighbour, the two are inseparable and loving our neighbour is 
just as much how we show our love for God as our worship.  Our worship on Sunday mornings is hollow if 
on Monday we go out into the world and treat other people with contempt.  Worship, Word, fellowship and 
friendship are all part of the same package. 
 
DT shared a story from a previous Cell Group of how loving someone who is usually excluded by society 
and laying your life down for them helped bring them and their family into the Kingdom. 
 
NB we don’t love people in a cynical attempt to fill our churches, we love them because that is how God is 
and the deposit of the Holy Spirit in us makes us like Him.  That feeling of compassion for someone is a 
God-given thing and as the Holy Spirit grows in us we’ll love more and more as God does. 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Read Romans 12:1.  How do Paul’s words support what DT said on Sunday morning? 
 
Read John 13:34,35 and 15:12.  What impact do Jesus’ words have on how we relate to (i) fellow 
Christians and (ii) our neighbours? 
 
The other side of the coin from acceptance is exclusion.  Our heart may be to accept people for who they 
are yet sometimes we exclude people by apparently harmless actions such as the way we dress or 
whether we have ash bins outside for smokers.  Share some things that have made you feel excluded 
from a group and then discuss how we as small groups and NCC as a whole can try to ensure we are as 
welcoming and inclusive as we can be. 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
As we look forward to launching our new Cells discuss any inhibitions you may have about inviting and 
brining non-Christians to Cell meetings.  Which things should be changed to make the meetings more 
open and which should not?  How does this sit when we read Acts 5:12-15? 
 


