
Word notes Sunday 6/11/2011 Tony Hodge 
Nehemiah 6: Further opposition 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Nehemiah 6 
 
The walls around the city have been completed but the enemy is still able to attack, not with physical force but 
with guile and using agents or sympathisers within.  The battle has turned from open war to cold war where 
the battle-field is the mind and Sanballat and his crew try to lure Nehemiah outside the safety of the walls with 
false concern for his reputation at court while spreading gossip that he’s empire building.  Inside the city 
people Nehemiah should have been able to rely on are in the enemy’s pay and try to trap him into 
indiscretions or wear him down with tittle-tattle about Sanballat all the while reporting back what Nehemiah 
says or does.  Why is Nehemiah and hence the city susceptible – because the gates are not secure. 
 
Nehemiah’s response is to be discerning, staying close to the God of Heaven who has kept him so far, praying 
(vv 9 & 14) and testing everything against God’s Word to him specifically in this work and in general in the Law 
and staying resolute in his work. 
 
John Bunyan, in “The Holy War” to use it’s short title, identified two gates as major highways into our minds – 
the Eye Gate and the Ear Gate – two of five gates into his town of “Mansoul”.  Through these gates we can 
allow Godly things or worldly things to enter our soul and affect our thoughts, words and deeds, two clear ways 
for the enemy to raise thoughts in our minds. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Nehemiah was discerning – he didn’t just accept everything at face value.  Read 2 Cor 2:9-11 and from the 
passage alone discuss: 

 
• What general “scheme of Satan” was Paul talking about? 
• What scriptures might you use to test God’s way in such a situation? 
• Is forgiveness always what’s required? 

 
What might Satan use to get in through your Eye Gate or Ear Gate (eg Eye – what we read, Ear – who we 
listen to).  Do these come direct from Satan himself or via others – who? 
 
In 1 John 4 and following we are exhorted to test every spirit.  For each the following can you share examples 
of false prophets, teachers, movements or cults that you have come across: 
 

• That do not acknowledge Jesus Christ has come in the flesh from God (1 Jn 4:2) 
• That do not listen to and apply the Apostles teaching or come under authority of leaders? (1 Jn 4:6) 
• That does not result in works of love ?((1 Jn 4:8) 
• That do not “keepeth himself” but continues to sin? (1 Jn 5:18 KJV) 

 
Do you apply these tests to those ministries and individuals you allow to speak into your life?  How do you 
treat the message of those who you think fall short? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
This isn’t just a problem for the Christian – part of why people remain blind or deaf to the Gospel is because of 
what they’ve taken in yet from Nehemiah it’s clear that the Gates were repaired last.  How can we counter-act 
the messages of the enemy to non-Christians? 
 


