
Word Notes Sunday 04/11/2012 Tony Hodge 
God of Righteousness 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Deuteronomy 32:3, 4 
 
God is good!  He wants relationship with us, His special creation.  God is also compassionate, suffers with us 
and in our place.  And …. God is Righteous.  Proclaiming a Righteous and Just God may not always be what 
people want to hear, yes for those seeking justice He is the one to look to but are we all pure and free of sin?  
How can we, fallen and failing people look a Just God in the eye?  God’s righteousness is unfailing and 
eternal, it’s also not always in line with the ideas of men – The Law of the Old Testament sets out God’s 
expectations from those who would be His people and scripture tells us that no-one can match up to it (Rom 
3:23).  God may be overboard on compassion, love and grace but He will also punish the guilty (Ex 34:5-7). 
 
Thankfully God has provided a way.  In the Old Testament the system of sacrifices covered mans failings and 
allowed him to continue in relationship with a Righteous God, but it was not perfect – that’s why they had to be 
repeated.  So God made a new agreement whereby Jesus, His Son, paid the price for our wrongdoing and 
justice was satisfied that way, our side of the bargain is to acknowledge Jesus for who He is and to allow Him 
to be Lord in our lives – which means obeying His commands.  While this is still a tall order Jesus has asked 
the Father to send us the Holy Spirit, to write His laws on our hearts, change us from the inside out and so if 
we really have made Him Lord, we will follow His way (1 John 2:3-6). 
 
The whole story is rounded off with Justice.  The Goodness of God is seen from the beginning in creation.  
That God wants relationship is seen through the whole Bible, and his mercy, grace and patience right though 
the Old into the New Testament.  His Compassion culminates in His Son Jesus and the sacrifice of the Cross.  
Finally God’s Justice is seen in the resurrection (God’s acceptance of Jesus’ perfect sacrifice) and in the age 
to come (Rev 21:1-8). 
 
This then is the Good News we hold – don’t keep it to yourself! 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Read Ecclesiastes 7:20 and Rom 3:23.  Which of us is able to “point the finger” at any other person in regard 
to sin or wrongdoing?  And yet do we still judge others? 
 
Read Mark 2:16 & 17.  Which were you before you met Jesus – sick or healthy, righteous or sinner?  How 
different were you to your “neighbour”?  The Pharisees had a bad view of those they called “sinners” and tax 
collectors, which “sinner or tax collector” – that is person or group of people – do you find it hardest to see as 
being a person or people for whom Jesus came?  How would you welcome them to a Sunday morning 
meeting? 
 
Now read Romans 3:22-24.  Cause for celebration and rejoicing surely – but what does Paul mean by “there is 
no difference” in v22? 
 
What Good News does our message have for those who are wronged?  Discuss the implications of The Cross 
in the following: 

• How the grace we received should determine our dealings with others even if they hurt us 
• How can we comfort anyone who feels they cannot receive justice for a wrong? 

 
 
Witness  
 
We are now into the run up to Christmas – our biggest opportunity to speak about Jesus.  What plans are the 
Cell making to share Good News this Christmas? 
 


