
Word Notes Sunday 04/05/14 
Simon Matthews – Relationship with God 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: 1John 4:10  
 
We are often encouraged to deepen our relationship with God but what does a good relationship with God 
look like, how do we deepen it, how do we even begin?  1 Jn 4:10 says:  “This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins”.  In v19 John clarifies our 
position: “we love because he first loved us”.  It's that defining moment when we first meet God that sets 
our course, we need to know that He loves us.  Our relationship is not founded on praying, reading our 
bibles, or not sinning, that’s how we get to know or draw closer to Him but it’s not the main purpose.  
Relationship with God, as with others, is fundamentally about being together and enjoying each other's 
company.  We don't always have to talk, what He wants is for us to enjoy and discover a permanence of 
being with him. 
 
We have many different relationships in our lives, many have similarities with our relationship with God.  
The one big difference is that God is faithful and totally committed to his relationship with you and me.  
Every relationship has challenges, the “ups and downs” and that's where our commitment and loyalty 
comes in yet we can be assured of God’s faithfulness to us even when we waver or weaken.  As for us 
people, well there are the “given up ones”: Christians who have given up, not perhaps on God but on 
church, yet Jesus doesn't give up on his church.  If we are disappointed we need to come back to Jesus 
and ask for his heart.  Sadly there are also people who walk away from God and deliberately chose a path 
of sin. 
 
God is like “Three-in-One” oil – what we call the Trinity, God in three persons.  It’s important to get to know 
all of Him – all three parts of the Godhead.  We might ask which part of that relationship character of God 
do I relate to best and perhaps this changes over time, as the relationship grows and develops.  Even so 
it’s unhealthy if individuals, churches or movements get stuck on just one part of God, we need to know 
him all.   
 
Back to that original question:  How do you grow a good relationship with God?  Some people say:  “Love 
is spelt T-I-M-E”.  Spending time with anyone, including God deepens a relationship.  You don't have to 
tick religious boxes, to pray, study or read; often it’s just about “be still and know that I am God”.  Honesty 
is one important key to a good relationship.  Remember that we are on a journey, we may not be 
emotionally in the place we want to be, we sometimes need to process things – David’s Psalms can be a 
great help in understanding how this works.  Remember also to live a life to bless not to get, this too builds 
relationship with God – like other deep personal relationships, relationship is about mutual blessing.  You 
can ruin the relationship by not giving it time, not walking His way, by giving in to temptation but just think 
for a moment - which is worth more, a place of peace with God or the sin that feeds your desire.   
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
What relationships between Man and God do we find in the Bible?  Which is your relationship most like? 
 
How can earthly relationships influence our relationship with God, both for good or not?  How do we, or 
how can God “accentuate the positive and eliminate the negative” influences of earthly experience in 
relationship? 
 
Simon raised the issue of “Once saved always saved” vs the idea that some might lose their salvation and 
there are scriptures on both sides (Jn 10:29; 1 Tim 12; Heb 7:25; 1 Pet 1:3-5 or Mk 3:29; Matt 12:31,32; 
Lk 12;10).  Whichever side you lean towards what do you think God wants us to hear from these 
passages and what can we do to protect our relationship with God. 
 
When you pray, who do you pray to, God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit?  Does it matter? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
One month to the Fun Day Saturday 7th June – start making plans now!  Each cell should come up 
with activities it will run and let Tony know. 


