
 
Word notes Sunday 21/3/10 Tony Hodge 

Jesus: Defender of the Weak 
 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: John 8:3-11 
 
Jesus is teaching in the temple courts again, meanwhile the scribes and Pharisees are looking to trap him 
so they can destroy his popularity and or get rid of him.  Possibly as part of the festivities going on in 
Jerusalem at this time a woman is caught in the act of adultery and the Pharisees seize on the opportunity 
to see what Jesus will do. 
 
When Jesus challenges them they have to walk away for each knows the sin in their own hearts.  With no 
other witnesses he is instructed to set her free under the law (Deuteronomy 17:6) even if he knows her to 
be guilty. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Leviticus 20:10 and Deuteronomy 22:22 set out the penalty under the law for adultery.  Compare this with 
John 8:4-5.  Do you think the scribes and Pharisees acting exactly according to the law, if not how so? 
 
Why do you think they only brought the woman forward?  Who in today’s society is likely to get similar 
treatment – condemned by all? (If no suggestions what about: terrorists, paedophiles, rapists, child-killers, 
street beggars, drug addicts, prostitutes, benefit cheats, migrant workers) 
 
Jesus has the authority to forgive sin – he’d demonstrated this in earlier chapters of John and the 
Pharisees were outraged.  Yet Jesus does not say he forgives the woman in this instance – what does he 
say and how is that different?  (Hint: Look up “condemn” and “forgive” in a dictionary, also NB that Jesus 
has been asked to “judge” this case – Deut 17:8,9.) 
 
Do you harbour condemnation in your heart against any individuals or groups?  How do you feel about the 
people or groups you identified in question 2 above?  Can any condemnation be justified? 
 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
We’re looking forward to the big celebration of the Christian year – Easter.  Who can the cell invite to the 
guest meeting? 
 
 


