
Word notes Sunday 4/03/2012 Mike Geach 
Don’t Drift Away – the message from Hebrews 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Hebrews 3:1 – 4:3a 
 
The epistle to the Hebrews is a letter written to Jewish Christians by an unknown author and written in an 
unknown place, what relevance can it have to us today?  That it was accepted into the canon of scripture from 
the earliest of times gives it weight and worthy of our reading. 
 
The epistle is an encouragement to keep firm in the faith and not drift away (Heb 2:1).  The main pulls on the 
readers convictions would have been to return to the ritualistic religion based around temple worship.  In fact 
everything from which they had been set free.  Alternatively for Gentile Christians this would have been the 
pagan environment, which surrounded them with its multiplicity of gods and philosophies, the world with which 
they were very familiar having grown up in it.  Why would either want to stand out and be so different with all 
the problems that brought? 
 
On the one hand the world and on the other religion, both equally bad because both move us away from the 
centrality of Christ, faith in Him and Him alone.  The writer reminds the Hebrews of the supremacy of Jesus 
and exhorts them not to harden their hearts if they hear his voice (Heb 3:7) and see that they do not turn away 
from God, rather that they encourage one another, daily (Heb 3:13) lest any might fall into religious traps, for 
example: 
 

• Superstition which dresses itself up to look like religion. 
• Gluttony, Immorality and drunkenness that can masquerade as Christian freedom. 
• Greed which tries to look like prudence – “I'm stewarding my resources carefully rather than sharing”. 
• Damaged pride which pretends to be righteous indignation. 
• Arrogance that wants to be thought of as zeal for the truth. 

 
All these are indicative of a hardened heart that has become un-teachable, these can be characteristics of an 
individual or as church. 
 
We need each other and the word of God to iron out the kinks in one another.  This is not always comfortable 
but comfort was what the Israelites wanted to get back to when they complained and wanted to return to 
Egypt. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
How similar are the pulls on our conviction of faith to those experienced by the early church, Jews and 
Gentiles?  Which do you identify as being most susceptible to? 
 
How does taking our eyes off Jesus lead to the common errors listed in the bullet points above?  What is the 
antidote found in Heb 4:14-16?  In what can we be confident – ourselves or something else and why is it 
important to know this? 
 
How does Hebrews 13:1-7 guide our actions contrary to the above list? 
 
What does Heb 13:8-17 say about how we express our faith in Jesus – our “religion” if you will? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
How can full application of the exhortations in Hebrews 13 lead to witnessing the truth of Jesus? What actions 
will you take to put yourself in that place of ministry? 
 


