
 
Word notes Sunday 7/6/09 Tony Hodge 

Living in the Spirit – The Church from Outside 
 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit – while he was bodily on the earth he moved in the power of the Spirit.  
People looked on and were attracted to follow Him. 
 
At the birth of the Church on Pentecost outsiders looked on as God poured His Holy Spirit into the Body of 
Christ.  People had different reactions but they amazed and bewildered and perplexed. 
 
We are part of that same Body.  Do people still look on in amazement, bewilderment to be perplexed by 
what they see?  Taken at face value Chris Moyles of Radio 1 did. 
 
From the outside Jesus’ ministry and that of the early church was attractive, had Good News, was 
challenging (but out of love), moved in power and reflected the Father/Jesus.   
 
Encouragement: we, NCC and individuals, are part of the same Body, can be filled with the same Spirit 
and can have the same response in the world to see lives changed and people added to the Body. 
 
Challenge: how does the church (ie the Body) match up today?  What about NCC and ourselves as 
members of Christ’s Body? 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Discuss one or more of the following questions, remember – we’re on a theme of the Holy Spirit and also 
seek to ask what changes can each make in their life: 
 

• How do we balance making the church attractive while not compromising on the Gospel?  What 
about ourselves as individuals? 

 
• Do people see Good News when they look at the church and what we say and do or something 

else?  What about us as individuals? 
 

• Is the church challenging or judgemental – how do we get this right?  What about ourselves – 
when was the last time you loved someone enough to challenge them?  Were they in the church or 
the world? 

 
• Does the church today move in Power?  How can individuals like us make a difference? 

 
• Does the church reflect Jesus?  What about ourselves?  How can we grow in this realistically? 

 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Who are the people the Cell is seeking to reach and how?  Devise an action plan for the time until 
Summer and into the holidays. 
 


