
 

 

 

Word Notes: Sunday 23rd June 2019 

Tony Hodge: Jacob’s Troubles -2, Wife Trouble 

 

Key Text: Genesis 27:42 – 30:24 

Having deceived his Dad and really cheesed off his brother, Jacob must flee.  Mum and Dad agree it would 
be best to go visit his Uncle Laban, there to find a wife among Rebekah’s people rather than the local 
Ishmaelites.  Jacob is obedient to this and along the way meets with God through his famous “ladder” 
dream.  We probably all remember the flashy part of the ladder with God’s messengers ferrying between 
heaven and earth but the really important thing for Jacob’s journey is that God renews the Abrahamic 
Promise to Jacob.  As a result Jacob acknowledges God as his God and promises to be faithful, giving one 
tenth of all that he will receive back to God.  

Heading East, Jacob meets up with his relatives – and in particular the lovely shepherdess Rachel.  He is 
smitten and in negotiations with Laban agrees to work for seven years to win her hand.  On their wedding 
night he is cheated by Laban who sends his older daughter Leah in to Jacob.  Discussions ensue and after a 
week Rachel is also given as wife and Jacob promises to work another 7 years. 

What a change!  The trickster is tricked but rather than loose his cool Jacob labours on and between his 
wives and their servants a large family is born – 12 sons who will become the progenitors of the tribes of 
Israel.  Meeting with God personally, knowing His promise into his life has changed Jacob and the grand 
story of God’s promise is being fulfilled. 

 (A background Fact Sheet to this series is on the NCC website  https://tinyurl.com/y5gwb2of ) 

 

Study & Application 

How do you react when you’ve been cheated or when difficulties come your way – like Esau or this new God 
centred Jacob?  When troubles come will you labour for 7 years to see your heart’s desire, then another 7 
when it doesn’t work out?  How has knowing God as your God – knowing Jesus in your life – helped you in 
such situations? 

Thomas saw and touched the resurrected Jesus in the flesh (John 20:26-29).  Paul had a divine encounter 
with Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-22).  Not everyone has had such a dramatic encounter with the 
Lord, yet we speak of needing a personal encounter and response for salvation.  How was this for you?  How 
does your personal everyday encounter with God look and what do you do to nurture the relationship. 

 

Prayer 

Pray for deeper relationships with Jesus and for personal encounters with God for those whom you love and 
do not know Him. 


