
Word Notes Sunday 11/06/17 
Tony Hodge – Hot Topics: Racism 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm) 
 
Key Text: Galatians 3:26-28 
 
The Good News of the Kingdom is that Christ died for all!  At Pentecost, the promised Holy Spirit was 
poured out on “all flesh”.  After his vision and hearing from Cornelius about his own Peter realises that “… 
God does not show favouritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.”  
How then can any Christian treat foreigners of ethnic minorities as anything other than equals?  Sadly, 
racism is a “Hot Topic” because it exists in our communities and in our world, often subtle enough to 
invade the thoughts, words and actions of good Christian folk.  Even more sad is when we see our 
national Judeo-Christian values and heritage undermined by intolerance, distrust and fear, especially 
when espoused by our leaders and magnified by the media. 
 
Equal treatment for foreigners and provision and care for them in our midst is a repeated theme in the Old 
Testament Law.  The central message of hope for the oppressed that Jesus spoke out at the start of his 
ministry is rooted in the Old Testament and should motivate us too. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
1) Read Luke 4:18 & 19 

a) Find the Old Testament References Jesus is quoting and read these along with Psalm 146 
b) How would you describe Father’s heart for foreigners and the oppressed? 
c) What public discussions concerning immigrants, foreigners and ethnic minorities by politicians, 

commentators, media etc. are you aware of regarding Brexit and the recent election – do they sit 
well with what the Bible teaches? 

d) What about your circle of friends and work colleagues – do their views sound wholesome or do you 
feel uncomfortable? 

 
2) Read Acts 10 

a) Why do you think Peter was given this vision and who visited Cornelius in his? 
b) You could say God “called” Peter to take the Gospel to gentiles.  Do you know anyone who has 

received a similar calling to a marginalised people group, region or nation?  What do you know 
about their calling? 

c) How did the Holy Spirit “set Peter up” by challenging his prejudices?  Has this ever happened to 
you – share if it has. 

d) How confident are you that the “All Welcome” sign over the door of Unit 11is true in relation to 
ethnic minorities? 

 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
How are you living up to Jesus “manifesto” in Luke 4:18 & 19?  Which of the groups mentioned are you 
helping, how can the cell work together in this? 


