
Word notes Sunday 5/6/2011 Tony Hodge 
Nehemiah – Man with a Mission 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Nehemiah 2:11-20 
 
Unlike some of the Old Testament Heroes, Nehemiah was not a king, a father of nations or a prince but like 
others he was God’s man with a plan.  The plan certainly came out of his prayer times with God and 
underlines the importance of not just having a vision or a call but also a strategy. 
 
In these verses we see his strategy start to unfold: 

1. Rest – after a long journey he needed to rest so he was not weary. 
2. Assess the needs – before telling everyone he walked the walls to get detailed first-hand knowledge of 

the challenge.  He took only a few men with him – close confidants and supporters. 
3. Recruit others. After getting them all together he shows he shares in their problems and has come to 

do something about it – together. 
4. Enthuse and envision.  Nehemiah needed to get all the people on board so he shares his testimony of 

God’s hand being on the work 
5. Deal with the opposition.  He didn’t get into petty arguments but attributed success to God and plainly 

told Sanballat et al they had no authority or part of Jerusalem. 
 
The whole chapter is Nehemiah’s testimony to a caring God who isn’t just “in heaven” but also “has His hand 
on us”.  We know this even more clearly today in the person of Jesus, Immanuel: God with us. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Nehemiah’s testimony points to the transcendence of God (he IS God IN heaven) and His immanence (he is 
active in our lives – God with us). Each time we pray and see answers to prayer or see the Lord move in 
situations and circumstances around us we are reminded of this.  Invite people to share their testimonies of a 
God who is both “out of this world” and a close part of their lives. 
 
In v12 Nehemiah took “a few men” with him when he surveyed the state of the walls.  Why do you think he did 
this and what might they have been there to do (if anything)? 
 
Who is “in trouble” (v17)?  Why did Nehemiah was “we” and not “you”? 
 
Look through the passage, what similarities are there between the leadership of Nehemiah and Jesus? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Last Week was about prayer: the starting point for all our service. 
 
This Week: 
Prayer is the start, next is developing a vision and a plan.  Does the Cell have a vision for reaching those 
you’re praying for?  What is your strategy?  If you don’t have one or it’s unclear then discuss and submit in 
prayer to the Lord. 
 
Have you ever had an idea for reaching people with God’s love, or heard of a scheme or ministry for doing so, 
perhaps a need in society that you believed the church could get involved in?  What was it?  Share even the 
smallest idea. (Leader: write them all down on a large sheet of paper). 
 
Circle or add those that are currently happening in Newmarket – through NCC or other churches or Churches 
Together. (If stuck for example: The Stable, Open Door, Pregnancy Support, Mums & Toddlers, Town Pastors, 
CAP Money, Christmas Lunch)  Of those that are un-circled what do you think it would take for these to 
happen?  What might you do? 
 


