
Word notes Sunday 02/06/13 Clare Reed 
The Gospel of the Kingdom 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
What is the gospel?  If asked this question do we respond with a message of personal salvation?  In Luke 
9:1,2 & 11 Jesus talked about the kingdom of God, in Acts 8:12 Philip proclaimed the good news of the 
kingdom of God and Jesus, in Acts 28:23  Paul speaks about the kingdom of God and Jesus.  And Jesus 
himself Matt 24:14 “this gospel of the kingdom shall be proclaimed ….  as a testimony to all nations”. 
 
The Gospel of the Kingdom is the bigger picture, not just about personal salvation but the impact that has! 
 
In Eccles 1:1 and Chapter 2 we read that life “under the sun” ie in the world is all pointless - when the writer is 
dead it's all gone, and none of us have any control on what happens after that.  A good place to see the 
kingdom of the world in action is the BBC news website. We try to change things but there is always bad stuff 
in the world.  It wasn’t meant to be like this.  When God made the world He said it was good and man “very 
good”.  However in Gen 3 it all goes wrong.  The consequences of the fall are clear: death and evil comes in to 
the world, we are separated from God, there is pain in childbirth and corruption of male female relationship, 
the ground is cursed - hard work becomes our lot. 
 
When Jesus came and talked about the kingdom being, near his audience were waiting for the Messiah – the 
one who would rescue them from all that and the Jews got very excited.  Being under occupation they read 
Isaiah 9:6 and it’s talk of government expecting the Messiah to overthrow the Romans.  But Jesus did not 
make a big political coup - Jesus was executed, died and buried. Not the usual way to gain power. 
 
Instead the book of Revelations (21:1-5) shows how God will restore the world to how it was before: “They will 
be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God”. 
 
When New Testament writers talk about The Kingdom they talk about it now, not a time to come. The kingdom 
has come, for example in Col 1:13 Paul says of Jesus he has brought from darkness to light. This is now!  
Deciding to follow Jesus moves us to the kingdom of light and hope. 
 
If all Jesus had to do was to die on the cross so we might be forgiven then why go around healing people, 
casting out demons and performing miracles?  He was showing us the kingdom, demonstrating the kingdom’s 
power for healing, for overcoming evil, for blessing (eg water to wine at the wedding), power over nature 
(walking on water).  Jesus was bringing the kingdom to earth.  Jesus taught us to pray “your kingdom come” - 
not to hasten the end but to see his kingdom brought to earth NOW!  But, if we base our hope solely on those 
glimpses of the kingdom here on earth now, we risk being disappointed – we’ve seen people healed but there 
is still poverty, natural disaster, sickness in this world even amongst the saved. Don't have hope in the signs 
but what they point us towards and remember there is no need to pray for healing in heaven. 
 
Our hope and meaning are in eternity; there they are not threatened by death as Solomon's wealth was in 
Ecclesiastes. Our kingdom things: salvation, righteousness, ongoing sanctification, our hope, sense of 
purpose and meaning cannot be taken away from us. Phil 1:6 he has begun a good work in me and will 
complete it on the day of Jesus Christ!  And even in the tough times we are, like Paul, convinced that nothing 
can separate us from the love of God in Jesus. (Rom 8:38-39). 
 
What is the gospel?  Jesus died as payment for our sins so that we can be forgiven, rose again to show that 
death had been defeated, and ascended into heaven= to sit on the throne as King that we might be citizens of 
that kingdom for all eternity 9not just the future but “now and forever”. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
In your own words how would you now answer the question “What is the Good News of the Gospel”? 
 
What we experience now, living in the world as members of an eternal kingdom is a clash of those two: 
 

• Where do you experience a “clash of kingdoms” at work, at home or elsewhere and how do you deal 
with this? 

 



• What does it mean to you to be “in this world and not of it” – how does that shape your life in what you 
do, how you live, what you say? 

 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Hopefully we will have more sunny days.  Why not use the opportunity to plan some guest meetings of your 
cell.  What will it be – a BBQ, a trip out?  Who will you invite? 


