
Word Notes Sunday 29/06/14 
Tony Hodge – God the Father 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Texts: Rom 8:14-16, Gal 3:26,27, 4:6 and 1 John 3:1 
 
The concept of the Trinity may be difficult to grasp, even so it is clear from scripture that God is three 
persons, that each person is fully God and that the is one God.  In baptism – the way we make an outward 
demonstration of our new life, all three persons are involved.  At Jesus’ own baptism he was present 
(obviously), the Holy Spirit fell on him “like as a dove” and the Father spoke of his Son’s approval from 
heaven.  Jesus commanded us to baptise people in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Some important things to note from scripture about Father God are: 
 
1) Jesus clearly gave Father God precedence – he prayed to the Father, only did what he saw Him 
doing, tells us to ask the Father  for the Holy Spirit and on the cross hands over his spirit to Him. 
 
2) God the Father is the source of creation – Jewish tradition sees Father God as creator, life-giver, 
law-giver, and protector, we carry this on in such declarations as the Apostle’s Creed. 
 
3) God the Father is “father” to Jesus – Jesus calls him “father” and himself “Son”.  He says “if you’ve 
seen me you’ve seen the Father” just like any earthly father/son resemblance. 
 
4) God the Father is both Creator and Father to us as recognised in the Creed.  Jesus tells us to pray 
to Him as Father, recognising His omniscience and omnipotence and in Romans and Galatians we 
understand that the Holy Spirit causes us to call Father God “daddy”, the Holy Spirit testifies to our spirit 
that we are sons of God through faith in  Jesus. 
 
In knowing God as Father God we see one who is Creator, Omnipotent, Omniscient, Omnipresent but 
above all a Loving God who loves us as His children. 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Read Rom 8:14-16. 
What differences are there between being a slave to fear and really knowing that you have a Spirit of 
sonship?  What can you point to in your life that has changed as a result of being born again into the 
family of God? 
 
Read Gal 3:26, 27 and 4:16 
What resulted from our turning to Christ and what did God do in return? 
If we “clothed ourselves with Christ” what changes has that made in your life? 
In what way (how, when, to say what) does the Spirit call out in your heart? 
 
Read 1 John 3:1 and John 14:8,9 
What similarities of our experience and Jesus’ can you see between the passages?  (Hint if needed – it’s 
about people being able to see the Father). 
2 Cor 5:20 says we are “Ambassadors for Christ” – if you are both a Son of God and an Ambassador for 
Christ what is the impact of that on your life, on those around you? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Cell Challenge – organise at least one outreach social event over the summer.  Aim to include close 
contacts and some you hardly know. 


