
Word Notes Sunday 14/06/15 
God’s Grand Plan 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Texts: Luke 24:27, John 5:39, Acts 4:12. 
 
When Jesus walked unrecognised along the way to Emmaus with the disciples he open up the scriptures 
to them “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself.”  The Bible comprises 66 books, 40 authors, in 3 languages, on 3 
continents over about 1600 years and inspired by 1 Holy Spirit.  It contains poetry, narration, fiction 
(allegory), history, law, and prophecy – more like a library than a novel, what’s it all trying to say? 
 
There is an epic story contained within scripture that waits to be discovered behind the everyday narrative 
of what happened where to whom, one of the origin of man in the Garden of Eden, his fall into sin and out 
of fellowship with God.  How God called out a special people to Himself, the Israelites and His promise of 
a future Messiah who would restore mankind's relationship with God.  It is the account of the work of God 
in history bringing to fruition His prophetic declarations concerning Jesus.  Jesus was born of the Virgin, 
died on the cross, and paid for sins, just as the Bible prophesied in the Old Testament and fulfilled in the 
New. 
 
But how many of us feel we could relate this epic “Upper Story” to others with understanding from all of 
scripture?  What were the deeper purposes of God behind the well-known “Lower Stories” of triumph, 
defeat, betrayal, service, exile and kingdom building? 
 
Starting in September we’ll be teaching the Upper Story through the Lower Story and it’s application to My 
Story as we work through the major events in the Bible – Old Testament and New.  We’ll learn together 
using materials for all ages so that families can discuss each week the things adults and children have 
heard.  There will be material for mid-week groups to delve deeper and apply to our lives and reading 
references for wider personal study. 
 
As we go through The Story chronologically like a novel there will be gems of insight for all – old-timers 
and those new to the faith, even someone unfamiliar with the Bible will find this accessible so the 
programme lends itself to inviting the unchurched people. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
The Upper Story 

a) Have you ever tried to read the whole Bible?  What form did that take – cover to cover, 
chronologically, topically?  How did you get on? 

b) If you had to summarise the Grand Story of the Bible what would you say? 
c) What are the highlights you would include in a “novelisation” of this story? 

 
Seeing the Upper Story through the everyday detail. 

d) Give an example from scripture where you can plainly see God’s great plan unfolding in a specific 
story or character’s life. 

e) What does that mean to your life and experiences in 2015. 
 
Sharing the Good News 

f) Jesus worked through “all the scriptures” with those disciples on the road.  What value can you see 
in having a good working knowledge of the Upper and Lower Stories in scripture when sharing the 
Good News? 

g) Share an example of how this has impacted your life either in brining you to faith or in your growth 
as a Christian. 

 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
We will be preparing invites and flyers which you can use to publicise and invite people to come and take 
part.  How will you as individuals and as a group make use of these?  Discuss mini outreach events or 
neighbourhood action that you can take this summer to open up this programme to as many as possible. 


