
 
Word notes Sunday 22/6/08 Tony Hodge 

Romans 13: Living in the Now 
 
Summary 
 
Key Text: Romans 13:12, NIV: “The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the 
deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light.” 
 
The Bible isn’t just a set of moral codes.  However good any of the commandments or rules may be 
unless they are grounded in God they have little value.  Paul moves his teachings on to deal with how we 
live in the world but this is not another set of rules to replace some old ones but part of his big “therefore” 
in Rom 12:1 that is to say: because of Gods great mercies, do these things as a logical response. 
 
Living in the world we have to understand how to relate to the State (vv 1-7) – those in authority over us; 
our neighbours (vv 8-10) – dealt with by the Law; and understand the times in which we live (vv 11-14). 
 
 
Application: 
 
This is a fairly short chapter so read it through together to remind ourselves of what Paul says. 
 
1, Relationship to The State 
 
It is easy to fall in with the complaints that people make about how we are governed, taxed, laws that are 
passed and so on, yet we live in a country whose laws have their root in Christian values – not like the 
Romans to whom Paul was writing nor were any of the other authorities at the time “Christian”. 
 

a) Is Paul asking us to submit unquestioningly to the State or other authorities? 
 

b) If not what are the limits of our submission and what action can or should a Christian take? 
 

c) What does Paul say that has a bearing on the issue of capital punishment, or even to the issues 
surrounding going to war?  Discuss what each thinks Paul is saying about the extent of authority 
vested in the State? 

 
2, Relationship with The Law 
 
Our expression of love for our neighbour is the fulfilment of the Law. 
 

a) Discuss why it is that we can never stop loving someone and say “I have loved them enough”. 
 

b) It is often said we must love ourselves before we can love anyone else.  In what sense must we 
love ourselves and how therefore can this be turned into love of others? 

 
3, Relationship to The Times 
 

a) Paul said the night was nearly over – but that was nearly 2000 years ago.  Was he mistaken?  
How would you answer someone who said he was, what scriptural evidence is there for saying that 
we are in the last days?  (Hint: which events following the life, death & resurrection of Jesus have 
occurred: Acts 2:17, Mark 13:10 & Rom 11:12-26, 2 Thes 2:1-12) 

 
b) How do we clothe ourselves with Christ (v14)?  Why is it important to do so in these times? 

 
 
Witness 
 
How can our response to love our neighbour and behave as in the daytime rather than the night result in 
witness to the Good News? 
 


