
 
Word notes Sunday 26/7/09 – Tony Hodge 

Citizens of the Kingdom 
 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Ephesians 2:13-21 
 
Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus mostly about unity in the body – that we are all one in Christ, on how 
we are to live in the light and specifically for husbands & wives, parents & children and slaves & free men.  
There is also that famous passage on standing firm using the spiritual armour. 
 
In this passage Paul talks about how both Jews and Gentiles having come to salvation are now one in 
Christ (Gal 3:26-29), no longer foreigners (those of a different citizenship living alongside the Jews) or 
aliens (those living in foreign lands) but are fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s 
household. 
 
As Citizens we: 
 

• Are free - freed to live by Grace rather than restricted by Law, not that the Law has passed - there 
are still consequences of moving outside the Law.  (1 Cor 6:12 & Rom 6:1,2) 
 

• Have a part to play, as ambassadors - Great Commandment (Matt 22:37-39), Great Commission 
(Matt 28:18-20), parable of the talents (Matt 25:14-30). 

 
• Have authority – use it well.  Our authority is from Christ (Matt 28:18-20), and has consequences in 

our lives and the world (Matt 18:18-20).  Be careful what you sign up to as a citizen of the 
Kingdom. 

 
How do we know we are citizens?  Acts 2:38, Acts 16:31, Rom 10:9 – Repent, Believe and Confess.  The 
inward seal is receiving the Holy Spirit (Acts 2), the outward sign is fruit in our lives (Matt 7:20 and 
following parable). 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
What makes a good citizen of the UK - is it being able to pass a test (see 
http://www.britishnessexam.co.uk/1/mockexam.aspx did you pass?) or something else? 
 
Along the same lines as that test: 
 
What qualifies us for membership of the Kingdom (choose 1 answer); 
 

A. Knowledge of the Bible. 
B. Church attendance. 
C. Doing good. 
D. Obeying the commandments. 
E. A personal relationship with Christ as saviour. 

 
What then should we seek to live up to as citizens of the Kingdom of God?  Why? 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
How did you get on with doing a random act of kindness – what did you do, how did you feel about it and 
what was the recipient’s reaction?  Does this open any doors? 


