
Word notes Sunday 17/7/2011 Tony Hodge 
Nehemiah Chap 3: The Building Works 2 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Nehemiah 3:14-26 
Three more gates and walls to be rebuilt: The Dung Gate, Fountain Gate and Water Gate.  What might these 
illustrate to us about the work of the Holy Spirit in restoring our lives as Nehemiah restored the gates and walls 
of Jerusalem? 
 
Dung Gate - There is quite a distance from the last to this next gate indicating that, unfortunately, the valley 
experience can carry on for some time. But the result of that experience is clearly seen in this next gate – the 
dung gate. This is the gate that they would take all the refuse and rubbish out of Jerusalem, down to the valley 
of Hinnom to be burned.  Dung here can mean ash, rubbish and dung, all the refuse from the city. The refuse 
of our old life needs to be cleared out to make way for the new life – the root of the word “dung” in Hebrew is 
similar to “scraping” so this is not just a simple sweep-up but cleaning right back to the original surface, ie 
restoration - see 2 Cor 5:17 & Rom 6:6-7. 
 
Fountain Gate - From a map of the restored walls and gates you’ll see that up until this point we have been 
moving downward through the valley gate and the dung gate and the experiences have been hard, but having 
come to this point there is a sharp turn in the road and we begin to move upward again.  The Fountain Gate is 
named after the nearby pool of Siloam, which received its water from a subterranean conduit 1750 feet long, 
cut through the rock from the Fountain of the Virgin. Hence the name, Fountain Gate.  It’s also the only 
unfailing fountain or spring in Jerusalem.  Water speaks of life and cleansing.  Jesus said “Whoever believes 
in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him” (John 7:37-39) referring to 
the Holy Spirit. In Nehemiah 2:14 we read that he way was impassable here so this gate needed not just repair 
but a complete new build (see Neh 3:15). 
 
Water Gate – Water unsurprising is a picture of washing but what does the water represent in our spiritual 
cleansing?  Ephesians 5:26 says how Jesus gave himself as a sacrifice for the church: “to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,” and in Nehemiah 8:1-3 we find that it is here, by 
the Water Gate, that Ezra opened the Book of the Law of Moses to read to the people.  Their response was to 
be convicted and to renew their covenant with God.  Note that all who could understand heard the word and 
acted on it – it’s not just for the priests, vicars, church leaders but men women & children too. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Dung Gate.  Read Galatians 5:19-25 & Ephesians 4:22-24. 
 
The Galatians text seems like a full list but what do the words “and the like” tell you? 
How can we determine what is “dung” and what is pure? 
What does the Ephesians passage tell us about what is our role and what God will do? 
 
Fountain Gate.  This gate was a complete new build, there’s no way through unless it’s repaired.  John 7:37-
39 contains the conditional words “if” and “whoever”.  What condition must be met before the Holy Spirit can 
flow in our lives?   
Compare Gal 5 19-21 & 22-25.  That which was removed through the dung gate is replaced at the fountain 
gate. The fountain or spring that feeds the pool of Siloam is “unfailing” even to this day.  Is the Holy Spirit with 
all His fruits and gifts still flowing today? In you? 
 
Water Gate.  The first thing I like to do when I get up is shower.  Sometimes if the day is hot I’ll shower again 
before going to bed. 
How does your personal hygiene routine compare to your spiritual hygiene routine? 
How “fresh” is your revelation of God? 
 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
One minute testimony:  Andy recently went on Radio Cambridgeshire to tell his “life changing experience”.  
Given a short time (1 minute) on a chat show what would you say? 


