
 
Word notes Sunday 6/7/08 Jan Hodge 

Romans 15:13-22 
 
Summary 
 
So far in his magnum opus Paul has set out the fundamental doctrines of the faith and how that affects our 
everyday lives.  According to Paul, and solidly grounded in scripture and the teachings of Jesus, 
Christianity is not just a set of facts to be believed but also a life to be lived. 
 
Having laid it on the line for folk he has never met, Paul eases the message for those who might be feeling 
either guilty or put-out saying: 
 
“I am fully convinced dear brothers and sisters, that you are full of goodness.  You know these things so 
well that you are able to teach others about them.  Even so I have been bold to emphasise some of these 
points, knowing that all you need is a reminder from me” Rom 15:14-15 
 
His reason for speaking so boldly is “because of the grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ Jesus 
to the Gentiles with the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become 
an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit” (v16) and he does not glory in himself but: “in 
Christ Jesus in my service to God” and not speaking of “anything except what Christ has accomplished 
through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done -- by the power of signs and 
miracles, through the power of the Spirit. So …….. I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ” 
(vv18&19) 
 
—Signs - significant things 
—Wonders – when people are amazed 
—Mighty deeds – things not done any other way than the God way. 
 
Paul writes about his calling as an apostle and his ministry to take the good news to people who’ve not 
heard it before: Paul is a pioneer evangelist and the converts his offering to God. 
 
Jan shared a dream, which she believes is from the Lord, showing here the desperate situation those who 
do not know Jesus – or more precisely those whom he does not know – when he comes again. 
 
Application & Witness: 
 
Has anyone witnessed “significant things”, “people amazed”, or “things done the God” way recently and is 
it easier to relate to these descriptions than “Signs”, “Wonders” and “Mighty Deeds”?  Share experiences 
for the encouragement of each other. 
 
Discuss within the Cell what our attitudes and feelings are to friends and family who are not saved.  How 
does their situation in respect of the times in which we live (the end of night) touch us and what do we feel 
we can do about it? 
 
If we feel restricted or powerless why is this?  What in Paul’s life lifts him out of feeling that way (v19) and 
how can we know the same lift? 
 
What about our “contacts” or “acquaintances” – people we come across but do not have a close 
relationship with – do we have different attitudes or feelings? 
 
Jan asked: “Who is it that you are looking for a chance to tell about Jesus, one or two, loads of people or 
nobody in particular?”  Share in the group who.  Consider – “nobody in particular” doesn’t have to be 
negative, Paul was ready to speak to any Gentile who’d listen (and some who wouldn’t!) 
 
How can the Cell give each of us support in sharing? (hint - Rom 15:30-32, other examples might be: 
praying in small groups for named contacts/groups or areas; accountability within the group; sharing 
encouraging encounters) 
 
 



 
 
 


