
Word Notes Sunday 17/01/16 
Tony Hodge: The Kingdoms Fall– The Story 17 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Text:  Ezekiel 6:3-7 & Jeremiah 2:9-13 
(Background Reading 2 Kings 21, 23-25, 2 Chronicles 33, 36, Jeremiah 1-2, 4-5, 13, 21, Lamentations 1-3, 5, and Ezekiel 1-
2, 6-7, 36-37) 
 
Israel & Judah are heading for disaster despite God’s repeated warnings through the Prophets.  As they 
hit rock bottom with Judah’s people taken off into exile (slavery & ethnic cleansing) and Jerusalem 
destroyed what now for God’s plan of salvation for all mankind through David’s line?  Ezekiel’s warning 
(6:3-17) is plain, no if’s no buts just: “disaster is coming and then you’ll see!!”  “Enough” says the LORD, I 
told you this would happen and I have to be true to my word.  Remember when you as a parent or a child 
said or heard those words “if you do that again I will have to…..”?  Was that tested?  Probably.  It seems 
that’s the way we are in our fallen nature. 
 
Even while making good on his commitment to judge, God is seeking to rescue.  Enter Jeremiah – the 
“Weeping Prophet” – to tell them again exactly what’s wrong (Jer 2:9-13).  All their sin is categorised 
under one heading – idolatry.  Indeed all sin falls under this category.  You might not think that’s a problem 
in 2016 or for you in particular but actually all sin can be categorised as idolatry which is basically setting 
God aside for something else, not looking to Him for all your needs, desires, hope and purpose.  All this 
talk of digging cisterns instead of drinking from the source is a picture for them of trying to do it their own 
worldly way instead of seeking Him - with the end result their thirst is never quenched and what they have 
leaves a bitter aftertaste.  How does God feel about this – read Matthew 11:28-30. 
 
With Jerusalem in ruins God can now start to rebuild from those who will be faithful to Him even in 
captivity.  From that ember he will re-establish Jerusalem and the Temple (God’s presence).  That is 
God’s heart.  His appeal will be ultimately made not through prophets but through His own Son, His 
presence not in a building but real – in the flesh!  His promise at this dark time is stated once more in 
Ezekiel 36:22-28, especially verse 28 “You will live in the land I gave your forefathers; you will be my 
people, and I will be your God”. 
 
Look around you – are people broken, digging cistern after cistern instead of drinking from the water of 
life?  We could shout rules and regulations at them, try to fix them before accepting them but that’s not the 
Jesus way.  Are you in need of a rescue – seek the Lord, try him out and see if the water he has is pure.  
Are you saved – get back out there and show God’s love to the world, accepting people where they are, 
loving them, which is God’s command, and letting the Holy Spirit do any “fixing” that’s needed – it’s not 
your job. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
This part of the Story seems to have dragged on for weeks.  The people mess up, God speaks, they might 
listen but in the end go their own way – rewind, repeat!  Why was God so patient with His people when 
they were so rebellious and sinful? 
 
How have you experienced God’s patience? 
 
Read the following passages from Lamentations:  Chap 1 verses 1-3;  Chap 2 v17;  Chap 3 verses 21-26;  
Chap 5 verses 1, 15-16 & 19-21.  What did Jeremiah write that makes the situation seem hopeless?  
What does he say that has a sense of hope? 
 
As with many whom God calls (and still today!) Jeremiah has a list of excuses for why he shouldn’t do 
what God asks (Jer 1:4-9).  What excuses do you use to try to get out of following God?  How can we 
encourage one another to boldly follow God’s leading? 
 
What does God’s judgements and actions tell you about His character?  Does reading Ezekiel 36:22-28 
give you a different perspective and what does that passage tell you of God’s nature?  What hope does 
this passage bring for everyone who feels broken? 



 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
What is God’s heart for the lost and broken world – is it to judge and condemn or to love and heal?  How 
does your answer affect your attitudes to not-yet-Christians?  Is loving people and allowing them to come 
as they are and be loved a characteristic of NCC and of your heart? 


