
Word Notes Sunday 10/01/16 
Helen Parker: The Beginning of the End (for Israel) – The Story 16 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Text:  2 Ki 17:13-18 (Background Reading 2 Kings 17-19, Isaiah 3, 6, 13-14, 49, 53) 
 
At this point in the story things really take a nose-dive.  Because of their rebellion against God’s ways the 
northern kingdom of Israel is obliterated when the Assyrians attack and they are scattered – they will 
become known as the “Lost Tribes” of Israel.  We heard that over 208 years they had 19 kings all of whom 
“did evil” and even though 9 prophets were sent to tell them the error of their ways none were listened too 
and eventually in 722 BC God deals with them as He had said He would and they are conquered and 
taken away into exile. 
 
Meanwhile in Judah they had a series of good and bad kings – just enough good to keep some semblance 
of Godliness.  One of the “good guys” was Hezekiah.  He rebelled against the king of Assyria. (2 Ki 18:1-
8) but knowing the small nation’s weakness against this mighty nation (how things have changed since 
David and Solomon) he came up with a plan.  Hezekiah tried to buy off the king of Assyria with gold and 
silver stripped from the temple but this was not enough.  So the king of Assyria tried a propaganda 
campaign to try and convince them life under him would be so much nicer. Sennacherib came with a large 
army to convince them that being their slaves would be OK. 
 
What does Hezekiah do?  He sought God who sent word through Isaiah that Sennacherib  would soon 
depart.  When Hezekiah receives a taunting letter from Sennacherib he takes the letter and his problem to 
the Lord. God says it's ok and it is God strikes the army down overnight – 185,000 of them!  Sennacherib 
takes off for home and is murdered by some of his sons. 
 
The next king in Judah is Manasseh King, but he does not follow in Hezekiah’s Godly ways.  Isaiah brings 
prophecy of God’s judgement through the Babylonians – but there is hope!. God’s promise is that that it 
will only be for a time after which they will be rescued and take place over the kings of Babylon (Is 14:1-2, 
49:8-9a, 13-18, 23c, 26b). 
 
Isaiah is of course better known to us for bringing a prophecy of the Messiah, the suffering servant Jesus, 
mostly in Isaiah 53.  With our super-clear hindsight of living after the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus 
we know where God is taking His people.  Even so let’s not set aside the importance of having “no King 
but Jesus” – the root of all Israel and Judah’s woes. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Why did God send the northern kingdom into captivity? (See 2 Kings 17:7-17)  Compare God’s actions 
against Israel to Moses’ warning in Deut. 28:45-50 and 30:1-5. What do you discover? 
 
How have you seen people respond negatively when they receive just consequences for sinful actions? 
How should a Christian respond to the consequences of sin and the discipline of God? 
 
God frequently reminded Israel of examples of his faithfulness, such as their deliverance from Egypt. What 
past experiences have you had that remind you of God’s faithfulness?  How does Romans 8:31-37 
encourage you? 
 
King Sennacherib of Assyria sent his envoy to Jerusalem to persuade King Hezekiah and the people of 
Jerusalem to surrender peacefully, claiming he came on the Lord’s orders (2 Ki ngs18:25). Isaiah’s 
message to Hezekiah said otherwise. How do you evaluate people who claim to have a word from the 
LORD? 
 
In this part of the Story we see how when kings do wrong the people suffer as well as the kings.  Does this 
happen toady?  If so what can we do, what is our role as Christians in our locality and our nation? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
God’s desire was for Israel to be a model for the surrounding nations so they would also want to know 
Him.  What does this say about us as being carriers of God’s presence? 


