
Word Notes Sunday 03/01/16 
Tony Hodge: God’s Messengers – The Story 15 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday, listen to the podcast if you 
missed the talk http://www.newmarketcommunitychurch.co.uk/podcasts.htm.) 
 
Key Text:  Hosea Chapter 1 (Background Reading 1 Kings 17-19, 2 Kings 2, 4, 6, Hosea 4-5, 8-9, 14, 
Amos 1, 3-5, 9) 
 
The Prophets – God’s messengers to a nation which had rejected him.  The united nation of Israel brought 
together under David and made great under Solomon stopped being fully devoted to God.  They 
worshipped other Gods and this led to immorality of all sorts.  They ignored the10 commandments and 
ultimately lost their distinction from the nations around, no longer revealing the character of God and 
winning other nations to Him as He intended.  So God divides the nation into 2: Israel to the North and 
Judah to the South in order to keep His promises to Abraham and David Judah in the South is kept closer 
and Israel in the North falls to invasion soonest. 
 
Through the time of the prophets there were 38 total kings across the two nations and only 5 were said to 
be good – the rest evil.  In the North there were 19 kings over 208 years and all19 are said to be evil.  
Israel have 208 years to decide, God’s way or their own and to help them God raises prophets - 
messengers to hear direct from God and speak that directly to the Kings or the people.  Nine prophets to 
the 19 kings of the north.  They shouted out Gods message large.  One well known example is Elijah who 
has a battle against King Ahab and evil queen Jezebel with their 450 prophets of Baal.  A contest, fire 
from Heaven – the God of the Bible wins but they did not change their minds and Elijah flees.  Would such 
a grand-stand stunt sway people today? 
 
Then there’s Hosea, his very life was a message.  God tells him to marry a prostitute as a demonstration 
of Israel’s choices to worship other gods.  Then in chapter 3 God tells Hosea to redeem her and love her 
again.  In this most poignant of acts God’s nature is revealed – no matter how far gone Israel was he 
would do whatever was needed to win her back. 
 
The message for us today is clear:  God still speaks today, through His Word and the Holy Spirit.  To the 
not-yet-Christian He is calling them to come to him, telling them His love is greater than any barrier.  Then 
redemption price has been paid by His Son Jesus, come home! 
 
To the believer God still speaks through His Word and the Holy Spirit.  Especially at this New Year season 
we should have our ears open to His voice.  What is He saying to you?  Is he telling you to stop doing 
something? To go somewhere? To stop going someplace? To start something? To join something? To 
give up? To charge on? 
 
Why do we need to hear His voice and walk in His ways?  So we can be modern day “Hoseas” – God’s 
message to a broken world, living the way He intended, showing His love, proclaiming His Good News. 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
The Prophets were God’s “Signposts” – warning signs that they had wondered off the right path.  Name 
some of the ways God posts warning signs in the middle of the road as we travel through life. 
 
When Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal he turned to the people and said “How long will you waver 
between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him, but if Baal is God follow him.” (1 Kings 18:21).  How 
can it look when Christians today “waver between two opinions” trying to keep one foot in the world while 
still trying to walk with Jesus?  How does such a lifestyle keep us from really experiencing intimate 
friendship with God? 
 
It’s clear that if God’s people will repent God is ready to embrace them with love and grace.  How is God 
still offering the same invitation through Jesus today?  What does true repentance (turning back to God) 
look like in the light of the Cross? 
 
When Israel walked closely with God they were joy-filled and fruitful.  When they were distracted by other 
gods and idols the whole community went sour.  How does your life, your attitudes and disposition change 



when you are not walking closely with Jesus?  How can we stay connected with God and see the 
benefits? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks, plans and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
God is calling.  Will you put Him on hold or pick up and follow His call?  How will that speak to those 
around you who don’t know Him?  Who are you praying for, seeking ways to reach out to and what are 
you practically doing with the gift you have received? 
 


