
Word notes Sunday 26/02/2012 Roy Wheeler 
Life in Abundance 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Matt 14:3-21 
 
In John 10:10 Jesus promises us that while the thief comes to rob, steal and destroy, the good news is that in 
Jesus we will have “life in abundance” – life to the full, a super abundance, more than enough, even in times of 
recession.  The key to this abundant life is not so much in having but in giving – this is at the heart of the 
Gospel, right from the beginning when God made a covenant with Abraham he said he would bless him “to be 
a blessing” (Gen 12:1-3).  An example of how this works can be found in the feeding of the 5,000 – but check 
the context by reading from Matt 14 verse 3 rather than just verse 15. 
 
The miracle of abundance came out of a time of: 
 

1. Difficulty – John the Baptist was beheaded for speaking out on the sanctity of marriage. 
2. Inconvenience – Jesus had just heard of his cousin’s death and went away for some time to process 

emotions, yet had time for the crowds. 
3. Opportunity – great difficulties lead to great opportunities.  Jesus first response was to be their 

shepherd (teaching them), then to heal the sick and then to meet practical needs. 
4. Challenge – there was so much need, yet few resources.  The disciple’s faith was challenged, their 

reply was “we ONLY have” but God can make big things out of small. 
5. Giving – Jesus said “Bring me what you have”.  The principle of giving the little we have so that God 

can meet needs abundantly has been His message all along (Malachi 3:13 and verses following).  First 
give to allow the blessings to flow (See Lk 6:38, also the account of Elijah and the poor widow in 1 
Kings 17).  If we sow sparingly we will reap sparingly – 2 Cor 9:6-7, conversely if we are generous so id 
God in His response. 

6. Trust – to give in such a way we have to trust God. – without faith it is impossible to please God but 
remember he is able to do immeasurably more that we dare to ask or imagine (Eph 3).  In all three 
gospel accounts Jesus looked up to heaven – a time of trust even for Jesus! 

7. Amazement – the result was a miracle, everyone amazed at how much there was and plenty left over. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
How have you been challenged by the word Roy brought on Sunday?  Do we shy away from difficulties, not 
speak out for God’s word or shrink back from defending the weak?  What is our reaction when inconvenienced 
by the needs of others? 
 
Are you ready to make the most of opportunities? Is the challenge too big or are you prepared to trust God? 
 
In what way is giving connected with blessing?  Does that affect your response from the heart, do you allow 
God to speak into your giving – in all ways, time, talents and money?  Perhaps each might privately give 
themselves an audit – see how much time is spent on serving God and others or ourselves, what about our 
talents are they available to the body?  When did we last review financial giving and is it a joy to give 
sacrificially? 
 
How far will we trust God?  Will we step off the cliff, give (not just cash but time and talents too) even if it’s 
difficult, inconvenient and a challenge?  How amazed do we want to be? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Who has a testament of God’s provision – share it including the “testing” part.  How might this speak to 
someone else in need and are we prepared to make ourselves vulnerable to share this? 
 


