
 
Word notes Sunday 21/2/10 Tony Hodge 

Jesus, the Great Physician 
 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: John 5:1-9 
 
Here we see Jesus going about his everyday life celebrating a Jewish festival when he happens upon a 
man disabled for 38 years.  Jesus isn’t so focussed on the large that he misses the small, he notices this 
man, asks about him and then speaks with him. 
 
When Jesus asks the man if he wants to be well (whole in MKJV) the man sees only the barriers to being 
well –that he has no friends to take him down to the pool.  Jesus commands him to get up and walk and 
he is healed.  He had faith enough to come to the pool but a had little hope of being healed because he 
had no friends to help. 
 
Jesus heals because that’s who he is, he does what he sees the Father doing so Father God is a healer 
too (Ex 15:26), that’s why He sent Jesus (Jn 3;16). 
Since Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever we can ask him for healing today. 
 
We are challenged when someone is not healed after we pray – but not discouraged. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Have a large sheet of paper or flipchart, read the following scriptures and as they are being read write 
down on the large piece of paper some key words that describe the healings (eg “by faith”, “all healed”) 
 
Matt 4:23,24, 8:5-9, 14:14, Mark 1:29-31, Luke 8:41-56, John 4:47-53 
 
Circle in red all those words describing the healings Jesus gave that still apply today, discussing how they 
apply.  Are there any that don’t? 
 
Share testimonies about healing you have received or witnessed.  Use words from the sheet where they 
apply. 
 
Share about any situations where you are still asking God for healing.  Are any of the words on the sheet 
missing in this situation? 
 
Pray through these last situations, use words from the sheet of paper or from the passages to guide how 
you pray. 
 
Is there anyone with a particularly difficult, severe or long-standing illness who wishes to ask the leaders 
to come and pray for them and anoint them with oil?  Encourage them to ask. (James 5:14,15) 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Read Matthew 10:7,8.  Are we prepared to follow this?  What is easy, what is hard?  Pray for specific 
situations. 
 
 
 


