
Word notes Sunday 20/2/2011 Michael Meeks 
Daniel 1 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Daniel 1 
 
The book of Daniel gives us great insight on how to live for God in “hostile” territory – and let’s face it WE 
DO!  Daniel and his companions were taken as vulnerable and impressionable young people from their 
homes to Babylon, a city culture at it’s peak with fabulous buildings and many distractions, in order to 
“Babylonionize” them – instil in them the Babylonian culture as a way of destroying the culture of the Jews.  
This has always been and remains a common tactic of a victorious conqueror or regime.  Daniel remains 
true to God while leaning all that his captors want not as a compromise but in order to best serve God and 
reveal Truth to his captors.  He wasn’t a “chameleon” taking on the attributes of his new culture but did 
engage with it, working for his “boss” in an exemplary way to gain his favour.   
 
Notable in all the challenges Daniel faced is that he had an accommodating spirit.  In the example of the 
food he did not blankly refuse but talked with those in charge and made a deal with them.  Daniel and his 
friends did learn the language and all the stuff about their divinations etc – better than the others in fact 
(v17-19) but kept his reliance on God.  We need not to be over-awed by this world rather we should 
understand its ultimate end and our place in it. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
Daniel lived in Babylon but did not become part of it.  He didn’t directly challenge his captors or refuse 
their instructions but did draw the line at certain things – notably his name and what he ate.  He chose 
where to draw the line and stuck to that.  He wasn’t an irritant yet was distinctive and he ended up with 
great influence. 
 
Read 2 Peter 2:11 
 
Take a large sheet of paper (A2 if possible) and write down things, practices and areas of worldly life 
where different members of the cell draw a line in how they act.  This could be eg, alcohol or books, TV 
programmes, films, music, obeying traffic laws, working for a boss, disciplining children.  Don’t list 
specifics such as “only 2 pints of beer” but just the general areas. 
 
Take one or two of these areas and discuss how different each member is – for example “teetotal”, “only 2 
pints” or “in moderation” or “only Christian books”, “classic literature”, “not Harry Potter” or “anything”. 

Can we live with each other in these matters? 
When might we be concerned for ourselves? When for our Brother or Sister in the Lord? 

 
How do we set our line in the sand?  What biblical principles might we use and what consideration do we 
give to God’s Word (eg liberty not license), as opposed to our personality and weaknesses? 
 
What aspects of our distinctiveness can win others to Christ and how might we see this happen? 
 
Break into same-sex pairs or triplets and share briefly an area where you’d like to set or adjust your 
“sandline” and why.  Pray for each other, confessing any sin, asking for forgiveness and God’s Spirit to 
strengthen you in your resolve not to defile yourself. 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
We will be looking to grow the two evening cells into three by Easter, this will be open to all in NCC to get 
involved.  The three cells will have the following focus: Studlands Park, Newmarket and Villages.  Where 
do you feel you belong or most called to witness? 


