
 
Word notes Sunday 14/2/10 Clare Reed 

Under Whose Authority? 
 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Matthew 21:23-27, Mark 1:9-11 
 
Clare gave examples of authority she has experienced; Weak authority from an insecure leader that left 
her feeling insecure herself and wanting to take over;  Unjust or Abused authority that left her humiliated 
and angry;  and True or Right authority which made her feel safe and empowered her to be true to herself. 
 
What kind of authority did Jesus have?  The last in the list fits but our experiences may stop us seeing it. 
 
Jesus has authority:  To forgive sin (Lk:7:36-50);  To heal (Jn 5:1-18);  Over nature (Mk 4:35-41);  To 
teach Truth (Mk7:24-29) 
 
Our response to any authority is a choice – to allow that authority in our life or to go against it and do 
things “my way”.  This applies in the world from little things such as not dropping litter to bigger things 
such as driving on the right side of the road, not killing or stealing etc.  It’s the same with Jesus – we have 
a choice and can either give Jesus the authority in our life or go our own way. 
 
Clare said: 
 
“When we choose to come under the authority of Jesus, we repent of our sin and seek forgiveness. As we 
do that our sin is placed on the cross with Jesus and is legally regarded as his sin. We get a clean slate, 
we are set free legally from condemnation and sin.  But that doesn’t actually change our behaviour. 
However, because we are now legally free from sin and have the righteousness of Christ, we are able to 
receive in us the same power with which Jesus applied his authority when he was in a physical body –the 
Holy Spirit. As we make a daily choice to submit to Jesus authority and obey his commands, the 
power of the Holy Spirit in us enables us to be released from sinful behaviour, and all other 
ungodly authority. This is a process which will not be complete until we meet Jesus again in heaven. 
As we apply this legal freedom, and the daily practical freedom the authority of Jesus sets us free.” 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
How do you feel about authority in general?  Give examples of weak, unjust and true authority you’ve 
encountered and your response to them – submission or rebellion? 
 
How might our attitude and experiences get in the way of us accepting Jesus’ authority? 
 
Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth.  To live under Jesus authority is to live in freedom from: 
 
Sin (Lk 7:36-50) Untruth (Mt 7:24-29)  Sickness (Jn 5:1-8) 
 
How does being declared righteous make any difference to your ability to resist sin? 
 
How can knowing the Truth change how you deal with untruth spoken to or over you? 
 
How does knowing sickness has no authority over you change how you deal with illness? 
 
Pray for any life areas where sin, untruth or sickness make accepting Jesus’ authority hard. 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
Does the cell have a plan for witness & evangelism? 
 


