
Word Notes Sunday 09/02/14 
Tony Hodge: Pray! 

 
 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Text: Luke 11:1-13  
 
Jesus’ disciples ask him how to pray and his answer might look like a set of words to say, and indeed 
Christians still use these words in prayer, yet if we look at the whole passage including the parable we 
should understand that the “how” is bigger than just a set of words.  We can break the actual prayer down 
into 3 sections and the parable as a fourth like so: 
 

• Honour God 
• Build the Kingdom 
• Maintain Relationship (provision, righteousness, security – Matt 6 adds “deliver us from the evil 

one”) 
• Persistence (and audacity!) 

 
Did Jesus do it that way – yes.  A quick review of times Jesus prays demonstrates that he: 

• Honours God (John 11:41-43; That the people may know the Father sent him). 
• Is building the Kingdom (Luke 6:12-19 after prayer Jesus appoints the 12 to be Apostles, heals the 

sick then commissions/prophesies over the Apostles). 
• And relationship with the Father is maintained (Luke 9:28-35 – the visible presence of God in the 

transfiguration and the audible voice of God affirming Jesus). 
 
Did the disciples follow his model after he had returned to heaven?  Yes – see their prayer after Peter and 
john were released in Acts 4:23-31. 
 
What about us?  From a personal perspective I see my prayer life in 3 “modes”: A Baseline of prayer (1 
Thes 5:17); a Helpline of prayer (Php 4:6) – not just for emergencies but all aspects of life, and a Sand-
line of protection when we stand against the enemy (Eph 6:13-18).  In all these we can employ prayers to 
honour God, build the Kingdom and maintain relationship with the Lord. 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
When – that is what time, in which circumstances or in what places are you most likely to pray? 
 
Read Acts 4:23-31 then: 

1. Go through verse by verse to see where the disciples are “honouring God”, where they are seeking 
to “build the Kingdom” and where relationship with God is being built or maintained – you may 
need to look at the passage in context – ie what happens before and after in the text.  In each case 
give an explanation of why you read that aspect into the text. 

2. Consider the passage as a whole. Is this “baseline”, “helpline” or “sand-line” prayer – or a mixture? 
3. What triggers the prayer, what is the result? 

 
The example in Jesus’ parable - “one of you” – is said in one NIV version to receive what he asks because 
of his “shameless audacity”.  What does that mean to you? When were you last shamelessly audacious in 
prayer? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
What right do we have to pray for the salvations of others – isn’t that a matter of choice for them, or isn’t 
their future predetermined anyhow?  Discuss why it’s not only right but imperative that we do so and make 
a plan for praying for salvation in your cell. 



 


