
Word Notes Sunday 08/02/15 
Encouragement from Thessalonians II: Faith, Love & Perseverance 

 
Summary (read this bit out to remind cell members what was said on Sunday) 
 
Key Texts: 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 
 
Paul had been chased out of Thessalonica by an angry mob of religious Jews, hostile to the Gospel and 
was keen to hear how the new Christians were getting on.  His problems with the Jews followed him to 
Berea and so he proceeded on to Athens but Timothy was left behind and sent to Thessalonica to 
encourage them in their faith even in times of trial.  What follows are the things Paul has gleaned from 
Timothy’s report from which three points stand out: their faith, love and perseverance. 
 
Today as then, there are many voices and views on faith, which if we didn’t stand firm could sway us from 
the truth.  Five times Paul mentions their faith in this short passage, it is about their faith that he sends 
Timothy to enquire, so Paul is especially pleased and relieved to hear of their continuing faith and that the 
work has not been in vain. 
 
Paul also mentions their love, at the start and the end of his encouragement.  Love is faith the source of 
our faith and also a fruit of our faith in the Lord so it must be comforting to Paul both to hear of this and 
hence his prayer at the end that they would increase in love for each other. 
 
The third encouragement Paul receives is that they are standing firm in the Lord.  With the religious Jews 
causing trouble he might have been concerned the new-born Christians could be swayed by them and so 
to hear they remain convinced of the truth of Jesus is a comfort and a joy to him.  Paul’s prayer at the end 
clearly points to Jesus and the hope of his return – Jesus is the one and true object of their faith. 
 
Newmarket Community Church was planted out over 30 years ago by people of faith and those who heard 
the lord’s calling to Newmarket.  That we continue in the faith, expressing the love of God amongst us and 
to those around us and that we continue to stand firm in the Lord is hopefully an encouragement to those 
who in faith set out, to those who sent them and to those who continue to nurture us in the Lord.  Be 
encouraged! 
 
 
Application (this is the bit where cell members get to participate.  Lead discussions around these points) 
 
If you were Timothy signs would you look for of faith, love and perseverance among the Thessalonian 
believers?   
 
Read the following scriptures and discuss what they tell us about faith in Jesus: 

John 3:15;  Rom 10:9;  Rom 10:17;  Heb 12:2 
 
Paul both delights in hearing about their love and encourages them to grow in love.  What scriptures can 
you call to mind that support why love is central to the faith, why we should be a people marked by love 
and how we can grow in love? (if you can’t remember a reference us a Bible app or concordance). 
 
What does “Standing firm in the Lord” mean to you? 
 
How might you encourage others in faith, love and perseverance? 
 
Witness (this is the bit where the cell talks and prays about how to share the Good News) 
 
How many read the Cross Rhythms article on evangelism I forwarded this week (link: 
http://tinyurl.com/l75qk7x )?  Did it change your perspective on outreach or confirm your view?  What 
lessons will you take forward into the summer as we look to reach out on the streets in Newmarket? 
 


